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 This survey was issued are part of the International Joint Commission’s public engagement efforts on the 2025 Progress Report of the Parties.  
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Q1. The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) is a commitment between the 
federal governments of Canada and the United States to pursue both cooperative binational 
and domestic actions to restore and protect the water quality of the Great Lakes.  

Have you heard of, or are you aware of, the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement? 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Yes 92.06% 

No 
 
 

Yes 92.06% 58 

 63 TOTAL 

5 7.94% No 
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Q2. The GLWQA outlines goals for the following objectives. Which of these Great Lakes 
water quality topics are you most invested in? Select up to four. 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Drinking Water 28.57% 

Beaches 22.22% 

Fish and Wildlife Consumption 15.87% 

Toxic Chemicals 15.87% 

Habitat and Species 39.68% 

Nutrients and Algae 19.05% 

Invasive Species 19.05% 

Groundwater 15.87% 

Watershed Impacts and Changes in Phys... 25.4% 

All of the above 42.86% 

I am interested in another topic 19.05% 

 
 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Drinking Water 28.57% 18 

Beaches 22.22% 14 

Fish and Wildlife Consumption 15.87% 10 

Toxic Chemicals 15.87% 10 

Habitat and Species 39.68% 25 

Nutrients and Algae 19.05% 12 

Invasive Species 19.05% 12 

Groundwater 15.87% 10 

Watershed Impacts and Changes in Physical Conditions in the Great Lakes 25.40% 16 

All of the above 42.86% 27 

I am interested in another topic 19.05% 12 

TOTAL  63 
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Q2b. Enter other 
12 responses 51 skipped 

 
1. climate change 

2. Corn 

3. Human impacts to the Great Lakes (pipelines, AI data centers, water bottling companies, etc.) 

4. Coastal Hazards 

5. Contamination by Palisades Nuclear Power Plant's new implementation and potential accidents, plus health hazards, certainly 
documented cancers, and annihilation of the surrounding communities. This is wrong. 

6. Shutting down Line 5 

7. Keep water level at Cape Vincent at 246 ft, into October for proper boating depth in Chaumont Bay and other shoreline areas 

8. coastal resilience and urban stormwater management 

9. changing water levels 

10. Contaminants of emerging concern 

11. Restoration of coastal wetlands 

12. Climate change impacts 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

TOTAL 44 

Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   

For Drinking Water, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators:   

• Treated drinking water  

In your judgement, is this indicator a sufficient measure of the status or health of drinking 
water in the Great Lakes? 
44 responses 19 skipped 

 
Yes  18.18% 

No  61.36% 

Unsure/I don't know 20.45% 

 
 

Yes 18.18% 8 

Unsure/I don't know 20.45% 9 

No 61.36% 27 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

TOTAL 39 

Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   

For Beaches, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following indicators: 

• Beach advisories  

In your judgement, is this indicator a sufficient measure of the status or health of beaches in 
the Great Lakes? 
39 responses 24 skipped 

 
Yes  35.9% 

No  53.85% 

Unsure/I don't know 10.26% 

 
 

Yes 35.90% 14 

Unsure/I don't know 10.26% 4 

No 53.85% 21 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf


Input on the 2025 Progress Report of the Parties (Webform) 

11 / 57 

 

 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

TOTAL 36 

Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.  

For Fish Consumption, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators:  

• Contaminants in fish fillets   

In your judgement, is this indicator a sufficient measure of the status or health of fish 
consumption in the Great Lakes? 
36 responses 27 skipped 

 
Yes  44.44% 

No  38.89% 

Unsure/I don't know 16.67% 

 
 

Yes 44.44% 16 

Unsure/I don't know 16.67% 6 

No 38.89% 14 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf


Input on the 2025 Progress Report of the Parties (Webform) 

13 / 57 

 

 

Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   
  
For Toxic Chemicals, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators:    

• Toxic chemicals in sediment  

• Toxic chemicals in water  

• Toxic chemicals in whole fish  

• Toxic chemicals in herring gull eggs  

• Toxic chemicals in the atmosphere  

In your judgement, are these indicators a sufficient measure of the status or health of toxic 
chemicals in the Great Lakes? 
35 responses 28 skipped 

 
Yes, all 45.71% 

Yes, some indicators are a good measu... 31.43% 

None  

Unsure/I don't know 20% 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Yes, all 45.71% 16 

Yes, some indicators are a good measure, but not all 31.43% 11 

None 2.86% 1 

Unsure/I don't know 20.00% 7 

TOTAL  35 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   
  
For Habitat and Species, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators:   

• Coastal Wetlands and Aquatic Habitat 
Connectivity  

 Coastal Wetland Invertebrates  

 Coastal Wetland Fish  

 Coastal Wetland Amphibians  

 Coastal Wetland Birds  

 Coastal Wetland Plants  

 Coastal Wetland Extent & 
Composition  

 Aquatic Habitat Connectivity  

 

 

 

• Aquatic Food Web  

 Phytoplankton  

 Zooplankton  

 Benthos  

 Diporeia  

 Mysis  

 Lake Sturgeon  

 Native Prey Fish Diversity  

 Lake Trout  

 Walleye  

 Fish-Eating & Colonial Nesting 
Waterbirds  

In your judgement, are these indicators a sufficient measure of the status or health of habitat 
and species in the Great Lakes? 
48 responses 15 skipped 

 
Yes, all 41.67% 

Yes, some indicators are a good measu... 37.5% 

None  

Unsure/I don't know 18.75% 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Yes, all 41.67% 20 

Yes, some indicators are a good measure, but not all 37.50% 18 

None 2.08% 1 

Unsure/I don't know 18.75% 9 

TOTAL  48 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   
  
For Nutrients and Algae, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators:   

• Nutrients in lakes  

• Algal bloom extent  

• Chadophora  

In your judgement, are these indicators a sufficient measure of the status or health of 
nutrients and algae in the Great Lakes? 
37 responses 26 skipped 

 
Yes, all 45.95% 

Yes, some indicators are a good measu... 27.03% 

None  

Unsure/I don't know 21.62% 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Yes, all 45.95% 17 

Yes, some indicators are a good measure, but not all 27.03% 10 

None 5.41% 2 

Unsure/I don't know 21.62% 8 

TOTAL  37 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   
  
For Invasive Species, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators: 

• Rate of New Aquatic Nonindigenous Species Establishment into the Great Lakes Basin  

• Impacts of Aquatic Invasive Species  

In your judgement, are these indicators a sufficient measure of the status or health of invasive 
species in the Great Lakes? 

38 responses 25 skipped 
 

Yes, all 50% 

Yes, some indicators are a good measu... 28.95% 

None  

Unsure/I don't know 18.42% 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Yes, all 50.00% 19 

Yes, some indicators are a good measure, but not all 28.95% 11 

None 2.63% 1 

Unsure/I don't know 18.42% 7 

TOTAL  38 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

TOTAL 36 

 

 

 

Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great 
Lakes report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality 
status. To assess the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to 
measure water quality.   
  
For Groundwater, the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following 
indicators:  

• Groundwater Quality    

In your judgement, is this indicator a sufficient measure of the status or health of 
groundwater in the Great Lakes? 
36 responses 27 skipped 

 
Yes  38.89% 

No  38.89% 

Unsure/I don't know 22.22% 

 
 

Yes 38.89% 14 

Unsure/I don't know 22.22% 8 

No 38.89% 14 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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Q3a. Every three years, the Canadian and US governments issue a State of the Great Lakes 
report, which defines the lakes’ environmental health and water quality status. To assess 
the lakes’ health, the governments’ use a variety of indicators to measure water quality.   
  
For Watershed Impacts and Changes in Physical Conditions in the Great Lakes, 
the governments’ measure the lakes’ health using the following indicators: 

• Land Cover  

• Hardened Shorelines  

• Water Quality in Tributaries  

• Human Population  

In your judgement, are these indicators a sufficient measure of the status or health of 
watershed Impacts and changes in physical conditions in the Great Lakes? 
 

42 responses 21 skipped 

 

 
 

Yes, all 42.86% 

Yes, some indicators are a good measu... 35.71% 

None  

Unsure/I don't know 19.05% 

ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

Yes, all 42.86% 18 

Yes, some indicators are a good measure, but not all 35.71% 15 

None 2.38% 1 

Unsure/I don't know 19.05% 8 

TOTAL  42 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-of-the-Great-Lakes-2025-Report.pdf
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

TOTAL 12 

If “other” topic selected in Q2. 

 

Q3b. The State of the Great Lakes report measures many indicators. 
Are there any indicators measuring your topics that sufficiently measure the status or health 
of this topic?  
12 responses 51 skipped 

 
Yes, one or more  25% 

None  50% 

Unsure/I don’t know  25% 

 
 

Yes, one or more 25.00% 3 

Unsure/I don’t know 25.00% 3 

 
 
 
  

None 50.00% 6 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

63 TOTAL 

2 3.17% Unsure/I don't know 

The Canadian and US governments’ document the activities, programs and policies they have 
undertaken towards achieving the goals of the GLWQA in the “Progress Report of the 
Parties” (PROP). The 2025 PROP documents actions taken by the governments from 2023 to 
2025.   

Read the 2025 Progress Report of the Parties   
 

Q4. Have you read the 2025 Progress Report of the Parties (PROP)? 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Yes, all 12.7% 

Yes, some  44.44% 

None  39.68% 

Unsure/I don't know 
 
 

Yes, all 12.70% 8 

None 39.68% 25 

 

Yes, some 44.44% 28 

https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Progress-Report-of-the-Parties-2025.pdf
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

44 TOTAL 

17 38.64% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on drinking 
water in the Great Lakes? 
44 responses 19 skipped 

 
Yes  13.64% 

Partially  29.55% 

No  18.18% 

Unsure  38.64% 

 
 

Yes 13.64% 6 

No 18.18% 8 

Partially 29.55% 13 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

39 TOTAL 

14 35.90% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on beaches in 
the Great Lakes? 
39 responses 24 skipped 

 
Yes  20.51% 

Partially  23.08% 

No  20.51% 

Unsure 35.9% 

 
 

Yes 20.51% 8 

No 20.51% 8 

Partially 23.08% 9 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

36 TOTAL 

13 36.11% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on fish consumption 
in the Great Lakes? 
36 responses 27 skipped 

 
Yes  33.33% 

Partially  22.22% 

No 8.33% 

Unsure 36.11% 

 
 

Yes 33.33% 12 

No 8.33% 3 

Partially 22.22% 8 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

35 TOTAL 

14 40.00% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on toxic chemicals 
in the Great Lakes? 
35 responses 28 skipped 

 
Yes  31.43% 

Partially  14.29% 

No  14.29% 

Unsure 40% 

 
 

Yes 31.43% 11 

No 14.29% 5 

Partially 14.29% 5 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

48 TOTAL 

20 41.67% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on habitat and 
species in the Great Lakes? 
48 responses 15 skipped 

 
Yes 27.08% 

Partially 25% 

No 

Unsure 41.67% 

 
 

Yes 27.08% 13 

No 6.25% 3 

Partially 25.00% 12 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

37 TOTAL 

15 40.54% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on nutrients 
and algae in the Great Lakes? 
37 responses 26 skipped 

 
Yes  29.73% 

Partially  18.92% 

No  10.81% 

Unsure  40.54% 

 
 

Yes 29.73% 11 

No 10.81% 4 

Partially 18.92% 7 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

38 TOTAL 

15 39.47% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on invasive 
species in the Great Lakes? 
38 responses 25 skipped 

 
Yes  31.58% 

Partially  18.42% 

No  10.53% 

Unsure  39.47% 

 
 

Yes 31.58% 12 

No 10.53% 4 

Partially 18.42% 7 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

36 TOTAL 

13 36.11% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on groundwater in 
the Great Lakes? 
36 responses 27 skipped 

 
Yes 19.44% 

Partially 25% 

No  19.44% 

Unsure  36.11% 

 
 

Yes 19.44% 7 

No 19.44% 7 

Partially 25.00% 9 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

42 TOTAL 

16 38.10% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on watershed 
impacts and changes in physical conditions in the Great Lakes? 
42 responses 21 skipped 

 
Yes  14.29% 

Partially  28.57% 

No  19.05% 

Unsure 38.1% 

 
 

Yes 14.29% 6 

No 19.05% 8 

Partially 28.57% 12 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

12 TOTAL 

3 25.00% Unsure 

The PROP organizes the activities, programs, and policies undertaken to achieve the 
goals of the GLWQA through 10 Annexes. The work done under these annexes may 
contribute to several different objectives of the Agreement.  

Q5. In your judgement, does the PROP effectively communicate progress on [Q2 Other] in the 
Great Lakes? 
12 responses 51 skipped 

 
Yes 8.33% 

Partially 16.67% 

No  50% 

Unsure  25% 

 
 

Yes 8.33% 1 

No 50.00% 6 

Partially 16.67% 2 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

63 TOTAL 

8 12.70% Unsure 

Please agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the Canadian and US 
governments’ “2025 Progress Report of the Parties” (PROP): 

Q6. The PROP is relevant to me. 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Agree 73.02% 

Neutral  12.7% 

Disagree 

Unsure   12.7% 

 

Agree 73.02% 46 

Disagree 1.59% 1 

Neutral 12.70% 8 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

63 TOTAL 

21 33.33% Unsure 

Q7. The PROP is written clearly and easy to understand. 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Agree  36.51% 

Neutral  28.57% 

Disagree 

Unsure 33.33% 

 
 

Agree 36.51% 23 

Disagree 1.59% 1 

Neutral 28.57% 18 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

63 TOTAL 

15 23.81% Unsure 

Q8. The PROP is easy to find/access online. 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Agree  44.44% 

Neutral  22.22% 

Disagree 9.52% 

Unsure 23.81% 

 
 

Agree 44.44% 28 

Disagree 9.52% 6 

Neutral 22.22% 14 
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ANSWER CHOICES % COUNT 

63 TOTAL 

19 30.16% Unsure 

Q9. The PROP is released to the public in a timely manner. 
63 responses 0 skipped 

 
Agree  36.51% 

Neutral  26.98% 

Disagree 

Unsure 30.16% 

 
 

Agree 36.51% 23 

Disagree 6.35% 4 

Neutral 26.98% 17 


