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Virtual Meeting ST
Summary

Attendees:
Members: Rebecca Rooney, Chris Winslow, Carl Platz, Ram Yerubandi, Val Klump, Eric Boisvert,
Jason Borwick, Debbie Lee, Jenny Winter, Sandy Eberts, Sergio Paulo

Observers: Mark Rowe (NOAA), Joclyn Paulic (DFO)

Staff: Heather Stirratt, Allison Voglesong Zejnati, Lyne Sabourin, Jo Werba, Rachel Wyatt, Matthew
Child, Mark Burrows, Antonette Arvai

1. Welcome, Roll Call, Acknowledgement of Last Meeting Summary, and Approval of
Agenda
All committee members, observers and staff were welcomed and recognized by the U.S. Co-
Chair.

The December Meeting Summary was acknowledged.

The draft agenda was approved with the addition of an update from GLRO Communications
staff.

2. GreatLakes Science Plan
Members were provided with an update on recent activities including the next convening for
the Science Plan project which will be held April 9 - 10 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The work
group has also been holding a number of individual meetings with government agencies
which seem to have been received positively. The last convening to be held as part of the
project will be a session at the upcoming IAGLR conference. Itis expected that a draft report
will be completed by the contractor and sent to the collaborative in mid to late July. A final
report will hopefully be completed by September.

In addition to identifying potential research and monitoring gaps through the work of the
Science Plan project, the need to identify and protect existing programs and initiatives in both
the U.S and Canada that are currently working is also important. It was requested that this be
discussed at the upcoming RCC and SAB meetings. Members supported this request.

e Action Item: Discussion of existing science, research, and monitoring programs and
initiatives that need to be protected be added to the agenda for next RCC and
potentially SAB meetings.

Members also discussed updating the talking points and/or FAQ’s for the Science Plan in light
of recent developments in the U.S. Staff stated that they would look into this and perhaps
have something for the SAB to review during its April meetings.



3. GLRO Communications Update
Staff provided a brief update on recent communications activities and requested that
members complete an online survey that was sent to members previously by March 30™.
Members who had already completed the survey were thanked and everyone was informed
that the results of the survey would be provided and discussed during the committee’s April
meetings.

e Action Item: Staff to resend the link to the communications survey to members for
completion by March 30™.

Staff also provided members with some guidance on how to respond to media requests
related to the 1JC and its activities. Further guidance will be sent to members following the
meeting.

e Action Item: Staff to send suggested IJC media guidance to members via email.

4. Triennial Assessment of Progress Report
Staff provided a brief overview of the TAP report development process, schedule and progress
to date. Members were informed that the TAP work group is currently seeking board input on
priority themes that should be included in the report. To assist with this input a questionnaire
had been sent to members and some preliminary results were shared and briefly discussed.

e Action Item: Staff to send TAP presentation slides to members.

Members were asked by the U.S. Co-chair to review the preliminary questionnaire summary
in more detail and prepare to identify and discuss what themes the RCC should identify as a
priority of inclusion in the TAP report. This will be discussed in more detail during the April
meetings.

5. New Project Process
Updated drafts of the New Project Process and associated template were provided to
members prior to the meeting. These documents were updated based on input and
comments from members. Members were asked to review the documents and provide
comments prior the next meeting in April. Depending on comments received, the intentis to
finalize these documents during the April meeting.

e Action Item: Members to review latest draft documents and provide comments to
staff prior to the RCC’s next meeting.

Members were also informed that work by the Co-chairs and staff related to the review of the
RCC’s role in regard to GLASS and CSMI has slowed recently due outside factors but that
these projects would be revisited when appropriate.

The U.S. Co-chair informed members that GLASS will be holding a virtual workshop in April
and the invitation will be sent to members for those that may be interested.



e Action Item: Staff to forward GLASS workshop invitation to members.

6. On-going Projects Updates
Brief updates were provided to members for the following ongoing RCC projects:
e Great Lakes Early Warning System - Pilot
e Microplastics Monitoring and Risk Assessment
o Great Lakes Winter Science
o Great Lakes Community Science

o Action Item: During the update for the Community Science Project, the project co-
lead asked for members’ assistance with the review of the recently completed
contractor’s report and specifically the Executive Summary, which will be sent to
members for review and comment.

7. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 pm



