IOLBC September 2, 2020 - Quarterly Conference Call

INTERNATIONAL OSOYOOS LAKE BOARD OF CONTROL
Conference Call
Wednesday September 2, 2020 at 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM PDT

BOARD MEMBERS

Dave Hutchinson Chair, Canadian Section

Cindi Barton Chair, U.S. Section

Ted White Board Member, Canadian Section
Sue McKortoff Board Member, Canadian Section
Brian Symonds Board Member, Canadian Section
Anna Warwick Sears Board Member, Canadian Section
John Arterburn Board Member, U.S. Section

Col. Xander Bullock Board Member, U.S. Section

Kris Kauffman Board Member, U.S. Section
Arnie Marchand Board Member, U.S. Section

BOARD STAFF and BOARD MEMBER ASSISTANTS

Andy Gendaszek Secretary, U.S. Section

Martin Suchy Secretary, Canadian Section

LTD Mark DeSantos Deputy to Colonel Xander Bullock

Kevin Shaffer Technical Assistant to Colonel Xander Bullock

1JC REPRESENTATIVES and GUESTS

Wayne Jenkinson (absent) Engineering Advisor, Canadian Section
Mark Colosimo (absent) Engineering Advisor, U.S. Section

Paul Allen Communications, Canadian Section
Norman Barth Senior Advisor, U.S. Section

Adam Greely Senior Advisor, U.S. Section

1. Introductions

The conference call was started at 1:03pm, where the new U.S. Section Board Member, Col. Bullock
introduced himself. This was followed by an introduction of all others Board Members, Staff and
guests.

2. Approval of the Agenda

The official meeting began at 1:15 and was led by Dave Hutchinson (Canadian Co-Chair). The meeting
agenda was accepted with no changes required.
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3. Approval of June Conference Call Minutes

The Board reviewed the June 16, 2020 conference call minutes. Anna Warwick Sears moved to approve
the call minutes, seconded by Sue McKortoff. The June conference call minutes were approved with no
changes.

4. Hydrologic Conditions and Climate

Snowpack

Board members were reminded of the record high late June snowpack conditions this year. The mid-
June BC Snow Basin Indices for the Okanagan and Similkameen Basins were 636% and 118% of normal,
respectively. The snow at the mid-elevation Mission Creek snow pillow station (1780 m) in the
Okanagan Basin finally melted by June 28, while that at the higher elevation Blackwell Peak (1940 m)
station in the Similkameen Basin snow melted by June 24.

Hydrology

For the Similkameen River, the NW River Forecast Center early April and May cumulative flow volume
forecast were 1,005,000 and 1,189,000 ac-ft.30 feet, respectively, which was close to the IJC Order of
Approval Condition 8 Drought Criteria threshold. By mid-May it was apparent drought conditions would
not be a concern in the basin, and the final Similkameen River July 31 cumulative flow volume was
1,733,000 ac-feet. Early September Similkameen River discharge was 461 cfs, flow is below the
historical daily mean of 643 cfs.

Okanagan Lake peaked at 1,124.54 feet on June 25, well above the “normal” full pool level of 1,123.62
feet. The peak level was also 1.24 feet above the BC River Forecast center early April and May forecast
which were both 1,123.30 feet. Lake levels dropped below full pool level (1123.62 ft) on July 26. Early
September Okanagan Lake is 1,122.09 feet, and is close to target level, with lake outflows being
ramped down through early fall, as they remain above historical daily mean discharge.

Okanagan (April 1 — July 31) cumulative net inflow was 704 Kac-ft, and it peaked on August 9 at 705
Kac-ft. Early April and May inflow forecasts were both underestimated at 503 and 482 Kac-ft,
respectively.

Osoyoos Lake recap: Zosel Dam gates were fully opened on May 11, with the level surpassing 912 feet
(Condition 7 Normal Conditions) on May 14, the lake peaked June 2 at 913.64 feet, then dropped below
912 feet on July 18, on July 21 gates lowered commencing regulated outflow for a targeted level of
911.7 feet, and has been mostly unchanged since that date.

The 1JC Order was met when Zosel Dam met the discharge capacity demonstration in late May / early
June, whereby the dam has capacity of at least 2,500 cfs when the elevation of Osoyoos Lake is 913.0
feet and there is no appreciable backwater effect from the Similkameen River.

Outlook

The short-term weather forecast at the Penticton Airport for early September calls for no precipitation,
daytime temperatures 15-25 °C and nights 5-12 °C. The long-term seasonal outlook indicates a ~60%
chance of La Nina developing in the Northern Hemisphere during Fall 2020, and ~55% chance
continuing through winter 20-21. During La Nina event, coastal waters off BC/WA tend to be cooler
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than normal. The seasonal weather forecasts from ECCC indicate an increased likelihood of warmer
than normal Sept-Oct-Nov temperatures in southern BC, followed by Dec-Jan-Feb temperature
probability all neutral. Precipitation probability is 40-50% above-normal for the period of Sept-Oct-Nov,
but neutral for Dec-Jan-Feb.

5. Fall 2020 Board Meeting Update

The virtual Annual Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday October 8 (1:00-4:30 pm PDT), and will be
done using the MS Teams online platform. Secretaries are working to make newspaper and social
media notices. On behalf of IOLBC secretaries, Wayne Jenkinson reached out to the Rainy - Lake of the
Woods Water Levels Committee for a possible presentation during the IOLBC Board meeting, with a
proposed topic of: How the Rainy Board transitioned to a watershed board, how it is structured and
how it functions, and perhaps some insights into the benefits and challenges.

6. IWI Similkameen Model Update

The board was updated on the status of the Phase | Similkameen Hydrologic Model. Project
subcommittee members were given chance to comment of model in August. AE is finalizing the water
demand estimates before NHC goes into the automated calibration stage. Joel Trubilowicz from NHC
will be making a presentation on the status of the project at the October 8 Board meeting. NHC
submitted the first invoice to the 1JC at the completion of the model development stage at the end of
August.

7. Phase Il Model Integration and Climate Change Update

In spring 2020, the Board submitted a proposal to the IWI program to merge the in-development
Similkameen hydrologic model with the Okanagan hydrologic and hydraulic model funded by OBWB.
The IWI reviewed and was supportive of this proposal and requested that the Board respond to several
guestions from its review, which the Board did. A Statement of Work was developed and submitted to
the 1JC in late summer, with the objective to sole source the contract to NHC, as they developed the
previous two models.

8. Fall 2021 Science Forum

The Board submitted a proposal to the IWI program (Spring 2020) to fund Fall 2021 Osoyoos Lake
Water Science Forum, follow-up to successful previous forums 2007, 2011 and 2015 OLWSF. The IWI
reviewed and was supportive of this proposal and requested that the Board respond to several
questions/recommendations from its review, all of which the Board supported.
a. Consider the merits of having a part of the forum on a Saturday. This could permit people
who are otherwise busy during the week to attend part of the forum.
b. Consider webcasting the forum and/or providing the speeches and presentation online so
that people who are unable to attend can still participate.

A Statement of Work was prepared during the summer and a sole source contract is being prepared for
the OBWSB for the Event Coordinator and Reporting tasks. OBWB currently employs the person who
fulfilled these roles at the 2011 and 2015 science forums. Next steps are to establish Steering, Program
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and Finance Committees, for which potential participants will be contacted in the coming weeks. An
initial task for the Steering Committee will be to determine if Forum should be moved to Spring 2022 or
Fall 2022 due to COVID-19.

9. Engaging Tribes and First Nations

Board members contacted Okanagan Nation Alliance (ONA) and invited participation of ONA leadership
and staff as observers at the 2020 Annual Board Meeting in October. The Colville Confederated Tribes
will also be invited to participate but changes in tribal leadership precluded their participation at the
2020 Annual Board Meeting.

10. Action Items

In Progress.
1. Develop workplan to engage Tribes and First Nations within the Okanagan/Okanogan and

Similkameen Basins;

2. Investigate the extension of inundation maps south of border into Washington State and post on
Board website;

3. Secretaries to watch for the schedule release of the BC Snow and Water Supply Bulletin in 2021
before proposing IOLBC quarterly conference call dates for 2021.

4. Develop a sub-committee/steering committee for 2021 Osoyoos Lake Science Forum;

5. 1JC guidelines for outside participation (Agencies such as the U.S. Department of State (DOS), Global
Affairs Canada (GAC), Tribal and First Nations) in quarterly conference calls and Board meetings.
Board Secretaries waiting for official guidance document for IJC. Continue with interim guidance;

6. Board Secretaries to add Osoyoos Lake inundation maps to IOLBC webpage. Canadian inundation
maps have been created, but extend only to US/Canada border;

7. Board Secretaries to add update on Board website to indicate installation of new High-Water
Monuments. Waiting for the US Veterans Memorial Park monument to be completed in order to
update the website. Town of Oroville is ready to do whatever they need to do to assist with this;

8. Improve knowledge of the Osoyoos lake water balance (both US and Canadian side); and

9. Track USGS Enloe Dam sediment quality project.

Completed (since last quarterly call)
Update Board website with March 2020 conference call minutes;

Update Col. Bullock information on IJC website;

Prepare Phase Il model sole source contract with NHC;
Prepare 2021 OLWSF sole source contract with OBWB;
Respond to IJC IWI proposal questions;

Provide Similkameen Model sub-basin input to NHC; and

No vk wnhR

June 21 news releases regarding post freshet Osoyoos Lake conditions.

New Items
1. Update Board website with June 2020 conference call minutes;

2. Prepare for Board and Public meetings on October 8, 2020;
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11.

12,

3. Prepare for Ottawa Fall Semi-Annual appearances on October 22, 2020;
4. Send calendar invite for the Fall Semi-Annual IJC Appearance on October 22, 2020;

Round Table

Cindi Barton (U.S. Section co-chair) asked to investigate the availability of inundation maps for the
Okanogan River Valley in Washington State, and posting them on the Board website. If maps were not
available, investigate the possibility developing new maps based on the model work conducted by NHC.

The topic was added as a new action item.

Next Meetings

The next IOLBC quarterly conference call has already been scheduled for Tuesday December 8, from
1:00 to 3:00 pm. Board members were asked to provide input if the afternoon meeting timeslot was
better moving forward. Specific dates for future 2021 conference calls will be set based on the release
of the BC Snow and Water Supply Bulletin schedule.

Annual Board and Public Meetings have been scheduled for Thursday October 8, afternoon (12:00 —
3:30 pm) and evening (6:00 — 7:00 pm), respectively.

The 2020 1JC Fall Semi-Annual virtual Appearance is scheduled for Thursday October 22, 2020, at 8:15
to 9:15 am PDT. Dave Hutchinson (Canadian Section Co-Chair) will be making the presentation to
Commissioners, but all Board Members are encouraged to attend.




