‘Bhe Secrebury of Shate far Etermal Abfuivs e Secrobuire ¥ Ebat mue Afsites patorioures

Ottawa, K1A 0G2
April 15, 1972

Dear Mr, Chance,

I have the honour to inferm yeu that the Governments
of Canada and the United States of America, pursuant te Artiecle IX
of the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909, have agreed to request
the Internatienal Joint Commissien to comduct a study of water
quality in Lake Huren and Lake Superior, in the light of the
provigien of Article IV of the Treaty which provides that the
boundary waters and waters flowing acress the boundary shall met
be polluted on either side to the injury eof health and preperty
on the other side, and im the light also of the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement signed on this date., This referemce represents
the response of the two Gevermments to recommendatien No, 20 of
the Commission in its final report dated December 9, 1970, en
pellution of Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, and the Imternatiomal Sectiom
of the St, Lawrence River,

The Commission is requested te enquire imto and te report
to the two Governments upon the fellowing questions: ‘ :

(1) Are the waters of Lake Superier and Lake Huren being
pelluted on either side of the boundary to an exteat
(a) which is causing er is likely te cause imjury to
health or preperty on the ether side of the boundary;
or (b) #hich is eamsing, or likely to cause, a
degradation ef existing levels of water quality in these
two lakes er in downstream portiemns of the Great Lakes
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(2) If the feregoing gquestions are answered in the affirmative,
te what extent, by what causes, and in what localities
is such pellution taking place?

(3) If the Commission should find that pellution of the character
just referred te is taking place, what remedial measures
would, in its judgment, be most practicable to restore and
protect the quality of the waters, and what weuld be the
probable cest?

(4) In the event that the Commission should find that little or
no pellutien of the character referred to is taking place
at the present time, what preventive measures would, in its
judgment, be most practicable to emsure that such pellutien
does not occur in the future and what would be the prebable
cost?

The Govermments would welcome the recemmendatiems of the
Cemmission with respect te the gemeral and specific water quality
objectives that should be established for these lakes, and the
programs and measures that are required in the two countries in
order to achieve and maintain these water quality ebjectives.

The Commission should submit its repert and recommendations
te the twe Govermments as seon as possible and sheuld submit reports
from time to time on the pregress of its investigation.

In the conduot of its investigation, the Commission is re-
quested to include comsideration of pollution entering Lake Huren and
Lake Superior frem tributary waters, including Lake Michigan, which
affects water quality in the two lakes, and te enquire into and
report on the upstream sources of such pellution., The Commission
may utilize the services of qualified persons and other reseurces
made available by water management agencies in Canada and the United
States and should as far as possible make use of information and
technical data heretefore acquired or which may become available during
the course of the investigation, including information and data
acquired by the Commission in the course of its investigatiems and
surveillance activities conducted en the lower Great Lakes and in the
comnecting chamnels, ’

In conducting its investigation, the Commission should
utilize the services of the international board structure provided
for in Article VII of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.,

%ur;ﬁmerely,

Mitchell Sharp



