
A P P L I C A T I O N  OF THE METROPOLITAN CORPORATION 
OF GREATER W I N N I P E G  TO THE INTERNATIONAL 

METROPOLITAN CORPORATION TO DIVERT A D D I T I O N A L  
WATERS FROM THE LAKE OF THE WOODS AND SHOAL 
LAKE FOR SANITARY AND DOMESTIC PURPOSES. 

JOINT COMMISSION SEEKING APPROVAL FOR THE 

TO: 
THE HONOURABLE MINISTER. .QF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OTTAWA , ONTARIO , CANADA 

FOR TRANSMITTAL TO: 

THE INTERNATIONAL J O I N T  COMMISSION, 
WASHINGTON, D e C 

THE INTERNATIONAL J O I N T  COMMISSION, 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA, 

THE METROPOLITAN CORPORATION OF GREATER W I N N I P E G  does 

hereby make formal a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  

Commission f o r  permission t o  d i v e r t  an a d d i t i o n a l  two hundred 

m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  of water  per  day from t h e  Lake of t h e  Woods 

and Shoal Lake for s a n i t a r y  and domestic purposes,  The i n t a k e  

f o r  such d i v e r s i o n  t o  be loca ted  a t  Indian  Bay, i n  Shoal Lake 

and wi th in  t h e  Province of '  Manitoba: 

The a p p l i c a n t ,  The Metropol i tan Corporation of Greater Winnipeg, 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  submits:  

1, The Metropol i tan Corporation of Grea ter  Winnipeg is a 

Corporation incorpora ted  i n  1960 by s p e c i a l  a c t  of t h e  Manitoba 

L e g i s l a t u r e .  It is charged wi th  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  

of ensur ing  t h e  supply of s u f f i c i e n t  water  f o r  s a n i t a r y  and 

domestic purposes t o  a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  s i t u a t e  w i t h i n  its 

boundary 

2 .  The Corporation is t h e  successor  of t h e  Grea ter  Winnipeg 

Water D i s t r i c t  and has  a l l  of t h e  powers p rev ious ly  ves ted  i n  

/' 
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t h a t  D i s t r i c t  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h o s e  s e t  f o r t h  under Sec t ion  6 

of t h e  Greater  Winnipeg Water D i s t r i c t  A c t ,  which Sec t ion  provides:  

"6 (1) The o b j e c t s  of t h e  Corporation s h a l l  be t h e  

supplying of water f r o m  any permanent source  whether 

wi th in  o r  without t h e  province,  f o r  t h e  use of t h e  in -  

h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  and o t h e r s  f o r  a l l  purposes,  

( 2 )  The Corporation may extend its operakions and 

exercise i t s  powers, wi th  s a i d  o b j e c t ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  

l i m i t s  of t h e  province, and s u b j e c t  t o  its ob ta in ing  

any l e g a l  r i g h t s  t h a t  may be requi red  t h e r e f o r  from 

H e r  Majesty i n  r i g h t  of Canada o r  i n  r i g h t  of any o t h e r  

province,  or from t h e  Parliament of Canada o r  t h e  

Leg i s l a tu re  of any o the r  province o r  from any o the r  

proper l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  

3 .  The area  of j u r i s d i c t i o n  of The Metropol i tan  Corporation 

of Greater  Winnipeg is defined i n  i t s  inco rpora t ing  s t a t u t e  by 

boundaries and is, i n  essencep  an  urban a r e a  of one hundred and 

seventy  square miles with a populat ion of i n  excess of one-half 

m i l l i o n  people,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  provis ion  of a water supply,  

t h e  Corporation is re spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  provis ion  o f  equal ized 

assessment,  o v e r a l l  planning, ope ra t ion  of a major s t r ee t  system, 

a t r a n s i t  system, p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  major municipal 

parks ,  and c i v i l  defence.  Enclosed herewith a r e  two copies  of 

t h e  Applicantvs Annual Report f o r  1 9 6 7  which d e t a i l s  t h e  Corpora- 

t i o n ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Met ropol i tan  Winnipeg 

and a s  w e l l ,  t h e  scope of its o p e r a t i o n s ,  

4 .  I n  1913,  t h e  Corpora t ion ts  predecessor ,  t h e  Grea ter  

Winnipeg Water D i s t r i c t ,  app l i ed  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  
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Commission €or  permission t o  d i v e r t  one hundred m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  

of water  per  day from t h e  Lake of t h e  Woods and Shoal Lake f o r  

s a n i t a r y  and domestic purposes,  On January 14th ,  1914 ,  t h a t  

d ive r s ion  was au tho r i zed ,  

5 .  Since t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Com- 

mission, dated January l d t h ,  1914, Metropol i tan Winnipeg has  

continued t o  expand and now f i n d s  t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  water  

supply w i l l  be r equ i r ed  i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  and t h a t  it 

is h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  from a water q u a l i t y  and economic po in t  of 

view t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  needs of Metropol i tan Winnipeg be 

obtained from Shoal Lake; accordingly,  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  is made 

t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Commission f o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d i v e r t  

an a d d i t i o n a l  two hundred m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  of water  pe r  day, 

Enclosed herewith a r e  two copies  of "'The Water Supply Study 

Report", which has  been prepared by t h e  Corporation, and which 

it is  submit ted c l e a r l y  show t h e  need f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  supply 

of water  be ing  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Met ropol i tan  

Winnipeg, and a s  w e l l ,  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of t h e  sou rce  be ing  

Shoal Lake, 

6 ,  The a p p l i c a n t  is advised t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  l e v e l s  of t h e  Lake 

of t h e  Woods w e r e  se t  by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Commission i n  

I934  t o  be maintained a t  1056 t o  S06l above geode t i c  datum, t h e  

Lake has  always tended towards t h e  h ighes t  permissable  l e v e l ,  

70 During t h e  course of t h e  1913 Hearing t h e  evidence pre-  

s en ted  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Commission s a t i s f i e d  t h e  t h e n  

Commissioners t h a t  t h e  d i v e r s i o n  of one hundred m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  

pe r  day would no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  l e v e l s  of t h e  l a k e s  and 

t h e  a p p l i c a n t  submits t h a t  such has  been borne ou t  by expe r i enceo  
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The app l i can t  f u r t h e r  submits t h a t  i f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d i v e r s i o n  is 

author ized ,  it w i l l  not have any s i g n i f i c a n t  effect  on l a k e  l e v e l s ,  

8 ,  On A p r i l  Znd, 1968,  t h e  Chairman of Council of The Metro- 

p o l i t a n  Corporation of Grea ter  Winnipeg wrote t o  The Honourable 

Walter C, W e i r ,  P r e m i e r  of Manitoba, seeking  P rov inc ia l  a u t h o r i t y  

f o r  t h i s  d ive r s ion  a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over t h e  water  is now ves t ed  

i n  t h e  Province of Manitoba, Attached h e r e t o  is a copy of  t h e  

Chairman of C o u n c i l f s  l e t t e r ,  

9 .  On J u l y  18th ,  1968,  The Honourable Harry J, Enns, Act ing 

Min i s t e r  of Highways, wrote t o  t h e  Chairman of Council a d v i s i n g  

t h a t  t h e  Water Control  and Conservation Branch of t h e  Province 

of Manitoba would have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  i s s u i n g  a l i c e n s e  t o  The 

Metropol i tan Corporation of Grea te r  Winnipeg f o r  t h e  withdrawal 

of t h i s  water f o r  municipal u s e o  Attached h e r e t o  is a copy of 

t h e  l e t te r  from The Honourable Acting Min i s t e r  of Highways, 

1 0  0 The a p p l i c a n t ,  The Metropol i tan Corporat ion of Greater 

Winnipeg, hereby r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  

r e c e i v e  the  e a r l i e s t  cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  Inteknat ionaP J o i n t  

Commission, 

DATED t h i s  27th day of September, A , D ,  1968 ,  

THE METROPOLITAN CORPORATION OF 


