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O t t a w a  

February 1, 1968. 

Dear S i r ,  

The Governments of t h e  United States and Canada have - 
reviewed t h e  letter of t h e  Commission da ted  November 6 ,  1967 
r e p o r t i n g  on s t e p s  t h a t  have been taken t h u s  f a r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
measures t o  preserve  or enhance the  beauty of t h e  American Fa l l s  * 
a t  Niagara as  requested by t h e  t w o  Governments i n  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e  
of March 31, 1967. The Governments in tend  t o  proceed by way 
of a s p e c i a l  agreement t o  a u t h o r i z e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a temporary 
c o f f e r  ?'am above t h e  American F a l l s  as recommended by the 
Commission's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Board, bu t  it now appears  t h a t  it 
w i l l  n o t  be p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  United States Army Corps of 
Engineers t o  secure  t h e  necessary funds f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  
t i m e  t o  permit  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1968 as  o r i g i n a l l y  proposed by 
t h e  Board. 

.. - -  
The t w o  Governments have accord ingly  decided t o  d e f e r  

for t he  p r e s e n t  any agreement on t h i s  s u b j e c t  pending an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t  by t h e  Commission on t h e  suggest ion 
made by t h e  Power Author i ty  of t h e  State of New York and t h e  
Hydro-Electric Power  Commission of Ontar io  t h a t  water temporar i ly  
diverted from t h e  American Fal ls  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  and shared 
between t h e m  for  power purposes. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  Commission 
i s  reques ted ,  after appropr i a t e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  power 
e n t i t i e s  and w i t h  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  t o  f u r n i s h  i ts  report  
and recommendations on t h e  fo l lowing  ques t ions :  

. 

(1) What volumes of water a t  what hours  of t h e  day would 
it be f e a s i b l e  and desirable t o  a u t h o r i z e  for power 
d i v e r s i o n s  w h i l e  t h e  coffer d a m  i s  i n  p lace?  

( 2 )  What would be t h e  e f f e c t  of such d i v e r s i o n s  on levelso 
scen ic  a t t r i b u t e s  and uses of the  Lower Niagara River ,  
inc luding  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  effect on nav iga t ion  i n  t h e  
Maid of t h e  M i s t  Pool? 

The Secre t a ry ,  
Canadian Sec t ion ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Commission, 
151 Slater Street, 
0 T T A W A. 

0 .2 



2 

( 3 )  Assuming t h a t  temporary power d i v e r s i o n s  are au tho r i zed  
by t h e  t w o  Governments, what terms and c o n d i t i o n s  should 
be imposed t o  p r o t e c t  downstream i n t e r e s t s ?  

What f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  should t h e  t w o  power e n t i t i e s  
be requested t o  make o u t  of t h e  n e t  power b e n e f i t s  r e a l i z e d  
by them t o  t h e  costs of t h e  coffer dam i n s t a l l a t i o n  and 
removal, and of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Bearing i n  mind t h e  re levance  of these ques t ions  t o  t h e  
o b l i g a t i o n s  contained i n  t h e  Niagara Trea ty  of 1950, adverted 
t o  i n  t h e  r e fe rence  of March 31, 1967, t h e  Commission is  raques ted  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and r e p o r t  exped i t ious ly  t o  the  t w o  Governments, 
i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  no later than A p r i l  15, 1968. 

A similar let ter is being s e n t  t o  t h e  United States 
Sec t ion  of t h e  Commission by t h e  State Department i n  Washington. 

( 4 )  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

(s igned)  M. Cadieux 

Under-Secretary of State 
for  Ex te rna l  A f f a i r s  


