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Synthesis Report of  

Indigenous Nations Peace Garden Workshop  

November 6-7, 2019 
International Souris River Study Board with  

Tribes-First Nations-Métis Nation Participants 

Indigenous Knowledge of the Souris River, its flow and the inter-

connections with Indigenous Nations of the Souris River Basin 

International Peace Garden:  Conservatory/Interpretive Centre 
https://peacegarden.com/ Boissevain, Manitoba; Dunseith, North Dakota 

 

The Context of this Workshop 
Canada and the United States share the Souris (Mouse) River, which originates in Saskatchewan, flows 

through North Dakota and discharges into Manitoba.  Canada and the United States created the 

International Joint Commission (IJC) in 1909 under the Boundary Waters Treaty (BWT) to investigate 

issues and solutions on transboundary waters.  The IJC is an independent bi-national organization that 

advises the Canadian and United States governments regarding transboundary water issues.  

Where dams and reservoirs exist in the Souris River Basin, the Souris River flow (i.e. releases from the 

dams) is managed in accordance with the 1989  Operating Plan contained in Annex A of the 1989 

International Agreement between the Government of Canada and the Government of the United States  

(See Figure 1 - Souris River Basin showing the Souris River and the dams where flow releases are 

managed).  The management of the operations of reservoir releases from these dams is overseen by an 

established (permanent) river board – the International Souris River Board (ISRB) which ultimately 

reports to the IJC and the Governments of Canada and the United States. 

In 2011, extreme flooding from the most significant rain event in recorded history occurred, causing 

severe social, economic and environmental impacts.  Partly in response to this 2011 flood, the IJC 

appointed the International Souris River Study Board (ISRSB) to investigate Souris River flooding and 

water supply issues, including climate change impacts (the ISRSB is a temporary board).  Once its 

analysis is completed, the study board will report its findings to the IJC who will then provide the 

analysis to the two governments. The Governments of Canada and the United States will assess the 

recommendations and determine which to act upon and will follow established bi-national protocols 

prior to implementing any official operating changes. 

 

As part of the analysis of the study team’s work, the ISRSB is seeking knowledge and input from 

stakeholders and rights-holders with an interest in how the Souris River flow is managed.  The 

November 2019 Indigenous Nations Workshop was targeted to obtain the insights of Tribes in the 

United States, and First Nations and the Métis Nation in Canada (i.e. Indigenous Nations who may have 

vested interests in the Souris River Basin), to better understand their interactions and concerns with 

Souris River water flow.  It is estimated that there are over 25 Indigenous Nations with rights-holders’ 

interests in the Souris River Basin (some of these Nations may currently reside outside of the Souris 

River Basin).  

https://peacegarden.com/
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Figure 1- Souris River Basin showing the Souris River and the dams where flow releases are managed 

 

 

 

The International Souris River Study Board had two key goals for the Indigenous Nations Peace 

Gardens Workshop: 

1. Gather Indigenous Knowledge of how the Souris River flow impacts Indigenous Nations and 

how Tribes, First Nations and the Métis Nation interact with and value the Souris River.  The 

study team will include these perspectives in the river flow study analysis, and in their 

recommendations on flow operations. 

 

2. Explore the interests of Tribes, First Nations and the Métis Nation to engage with the 

International Joint Commission on other projects or activities in the future. What might be 

possible with an on-going relationship, dialogue, and collaboration?  
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Engagement with Tribes, First Nations and the Métis Nation  
The study team sought engagement with Tribes, First Nations and the Métis Nation to better 

understand Indigenous interests in the Souris River Watershed.  In advance of the Workshop, 

engagement efforts were made by the ISRSB with the following Nations: 

Saskatchewan (Souris River headwaters): 

1. Cowessess Cree-Saulteaux 

2. Carry The Kettle Assiniboine/Nakoda 

3. Ocean Man Assiniboine – Cree- Saulteaux 

4. Ochapowace Cree 

5. Pheasant Rump Nakota/Assiniboine- Saulteaux-Cree 

6. White Bear Saulteaux-Cree-Nakota-Dakota 

7. Métis Nation Saskatchewan (Eastern Region IIA and III).  

North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Nebraska: (the river flows through North Dakota). Some of 

these Nations have ancestral ties to the Souris River Basin even though they may currently not be 

located within the Basin: 

8. Fort Belknap Assiniboine (Nakoda) and Gros Ventre (A'aninin) 

9. Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux 

10. Lower Brule Sioux 

11. Rosebud Sioux 

12. Cheyenne River Sioux 

13. Santee Sioux 

14. Crow Creek Sioux 

15. Spirit Lake- Sisseton, Wahpeton and Cut-Head Bands of Yanktonais 

16. Northern Cheyenne 

17. Standing Rock Sioux 

18. Oglala Sioux 

19. MHA- Three Affiliated Tribes – Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara 

20. Turtle Mountain Chippewa 

21. Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Of the Lake Traverse 

Manitoba: (the river discharges into the Assiniboine River in Manitoba):  

22. Swan Lake Anishinabe Nation 

23. Canupawakpa Dakota Nation 

24. Manitoba Metis Federation  

Sixteen Indigenous representatives participated in the workshop, representing about ten Indigenous 

Nations.  Not all Nations were able to attend; some did not express interest in attending. 

About seventeen representatives of the ISRSB Study Team, the IJC, Commissioners and the ISRSB 

participated in the workshop.  The study team participants included personnel from the International 

Joint Commission, Environment and Climate Change Canada, the US Army Corps of Engineers, 

Saskatchewan Water Security Agency, North Dakota State Water Commission, and Manitoba 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A%27aninin
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Sustainable Development.  The participants employed by various government agencies represented the 

International Joint Commission (i.e. not their government nor their home institution). 

 

See Appendix A for the list of all participants in the workshop. 

 

Workshop Format and Key Outcomes  
The workshop format and agenda were deliberately broad to provide for open discussions (See 

Appendix B). The format included considerable time for introductions and round-table discussions in 

plenary session followed by several small group dialogues.  Informative but brief presentations from the 

IJC and the study team explained the context and allowed for ample time for questions and 

clarifications.  The workshop offered the participants an introduction to the International Joint 

Commission, its Commissioners, an overview of its mandate and then focused on the International 

Souris River Study Board and its work analyzing the 1989 Agreement which establishes the rules for flow 

operations of the Souris River.  Some of the workshop participants are shown in plenary session in 

Figure 2. 

 

 

Figure 2 - Workshop participants in plenary discussions 
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Indigenous Knowledge - Indigenous Interactions with the Souris River  

The workshop explored some of the Indigenous Nations’ areas of interest related to water and 

specifically to the Souris River flow operations.  The study team understood that these discussions were 

introductory and broad in nature, and often related to items in selected geographic locations of interest.  

Specific areas of interest related to water (uses, flooding, etc.) and to Indigenous Nations’ interactions 

with the Souris River. 

People from Indigenous Nations historically moved freely across the now current 

state/province/country borders.  Indigenous rights-holders have current and historic interests in the 

watershed.  Indigenous Nations are rights-holders with varied interests that include: ancestral lands and 

cultural practices within the basin, sacred protected sites, ecological areas of interest, protected plants 

(e.g. medicinal plants), use of the Souris River for transport, recreation, fishing, trapping, hunting, 

cultural and community needs, economic interests, and other areas of interest. 

Indigenous representatives indicated they are interested in an exchange of knowledge with the IJC and 

the study team. They are interested in obtaining information from the study team and are interested in 

contributing Indigenous Knowledge to the study team; however, it is very important to respect 

confidentiality for certain areas of interest when information needs to be safeguarded by Indigenous 

Nations. 

The IJC maps shown on the PowerPoints and poster maps at the Workshop showed the border between 

the Nations of Canada and the United States but did not show Indigenous Nations.  Indigenous 

participants noted that Indigenous Nations should also be shown or represented on the maps. 

The study managers described how the team is investigating river flows and management of the Souris 

River.  “Performance Indicators” have been created as one of the tools to explore and evaluate how 

different scenarios of managing river flow might affect social, environmental or economic characteristics 

in the basin.  For example, a water quality Performance Indicator, or a Flood Performance Indicator, may 

change with each different flow scenario.  This tool will help the team assess overall positive or negative 

impacts of flow management on a variety of social, ecological, and economic factors.  The study team 

and the IJC noted that this work is a flow management study; the study is not about building or 

developing projects.  The study team is trying to learn from Indigenous people as rights holders, and 

other citizens and stakeholders to better understand their concerns about the operations of this river. 

Indigenous participants stated they are affected by flooding, erosion and river flows. This is of concern 

especially in some of the contributing headwaters streams throughout the basin, where overland 

flooding with high water tables and stream flooding has caused serious impacts to Indigenous people, 

their homes and communities in Saskatchewan and Manitoba.  There is a concern about how Indigenous 

communities and peoples can be protected from flood impacts and how other water-related problems 

can be mitigated. Indigenous Nations are concerned about preservation of water quality, problem issues 

caused by pollutants (from a variety of sources including agriculture, oil & gas, etc.) and keeping the 

water clean. This includes the Souris River, its headwaters and contributing streams, overland flow, and 

also the ground water aquifers in the basin.  Indigenous participants are concerned about the Souris 

River watershed and its land practices or activities that may affect surface water sources and 

underground water aquifers. 
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Water is considered sacred and must be protected.  Water is a spirit – it is living – it provides life.  

Indigenous Nations expressed interest in maintaining natural river flows as much as possible. 

Indigenous participants suggested the study should use the term “significant sites” or “areas of interest” 

when referring to some of the Indigenous input.  In some cases, significant cultural areas of interest may 

be protected Indigenous Knowledge, and Indigenous Elders may not want to share this information.   To 

better understand areas of interest, it is necessary to involve the Indigenous Nations with the best 

knowledge (i.e. those closest to the sites, or those with the closest ties/knowledge of the sites).  Some of 

this knowledge is old, and specific questions need to be asked to specific people.  Another potential 

source of knowledge or information exchange is the United States National Congress of American 

Indians (NCAI). 

Indigenous people have unique Indigenous Knowledge and need to be engaged with identifying areas of 

interest.  Non-native archeologists, for example, are likely to misinterpret or make mistakes identifying 

sites.  Communications, interactions and engagement with Indigenous people and experts are key 

factors in gathering Indigenous Knowledge.  Oral traditions and stories are essential characteristics of 

gathering Indigenous Knowledge. 

One must also recognize that linking Indigenous Knowledge with the study means the study team needs 

to understand important Indigenous cultural values.  For example, when an Elder speaks, that is when a 

meeting starts.  If they are sharing, one needs to let the Elder share until they are done sharing.  This 

workshop and study are trying to capture Indigenous Knowledge and the study team’s knowledge.  This 

mutual effort and collaboration should consider “how to tell the story” of our shared experiences. The 

language used in telling these stories needs to incorporate Indigenous Knowledge and Indigenous 

Science. 

Lisa Lone Fight, one of the Indigenous participants, is a Geospatial Scientist1, her credentials are below. 
She is also a Google Earth trainer with specialized expertise.  (Lisa is not part of the study team but 
attended Public Advisory Group study workshops in spring, 2019.)  Lisa is a member of the Mandan, 
Hidatsa, Arikara – Three Affiliated Tribes Nation.  She and her Nation have expressed interest in 
contributing Indigenous Knowledge to the study.  Lisa also helped with workshop facilitation. 
 
Lisa provided the participants with an introduction into how mapping of Indigenous areas of interest can 
be useful both for Indigenous people and for the study.  She explained that it is possible to do mapping 
exercises that respect confidentiality.  The idea of using Google Earth in a mapping exercise with 
Indigenous people is a powerful tool, and useful to preserve Indigenous Knowledge.  Google Earth 
software is freely available for use, which would allow Indigenous Nations the use of an easily accessible 
mapping tool.  Lisa referenced Change Matters by ESRI (see below). 
 
Lisa showed a Google Earth video, and ESRI’s Unlock Earth’s Secrets mapping visualization tool: 

 
1 Lisa Lone Fight, M.S., Senior Science Advisor/Environmental Scientist, Office of the Chairman Mark N. 

Fox, MHA Nation, Science, Technology, and Research, M.S. Land Resources Environmental 

Sciences/Remote Sensing, Doctoral Researcher-Earth Sciences 
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• Google Earth:  Mapping story of how Chief Almir and the Surui Tribe of Amazon are using 
Google Earth to protect the forest and preserve the Surui Tribe’s interests in the Amazon.  See:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQGk9gXbWtE   

• Unlock Earth’s Secrets, ESRI: (Environmental Systems Research Institute or ESRI).  
ESRI uses GIS (Geographic Information System) mapping as a tool to identify areas of interest. 
“Unlock Earth’s Secrets “by ESRI is a relatively new name (it was previously known as “Change 
Matters”. It is a free mapping visualization tool, available to on-line users.  “Unlock Earth’s 
Secrets” could benefit Indigenous people and/or the study team, as it allows people to view 
conditions in time. For example, it is possible to view a location to explore how vegetation varies 
over time, and with environmental changes in wet or dry conditions:  

o Unlock Earth’s Secrets website:  https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/landsat  
▪ Scroll to Landsat Viewer, Click on View App 
▪ Search for Minot, ND, Select Vegetation 
▪ Use the “clock”. View how Vegetation has changed (from years 1974 to 2019. 

 
 

ISRSB (study team) Interests in gathering further Indigenous Knowledge 

The ISRSB Indigenous Workshop explored some of the concerns and experiences of Tribes, First Nations 

and the Métis Nation. The preceding section described some of the high-level areas of interest in how 

the Souris River affects Indigenous Nations, peoples and lands.  The study team is interested in 

continuing to explore Indigenous areas interests for current and future Souris River flow operations.  

Due to time constraints, it was not possible to gather specific nor detailed information at the workshop.  

The study team will continue its efforts to engage with Indigenous Nations to gather this information, 

and work towards incorporating this information with the Performance Indicators to better understand 

how different flow scenarios affect social, ecological or environmental factors. 

 

Background overview of Performance Indicators used by the ISRSB study: 

 

While not discussed in detail at the workshop, this section is provided to enable the reader with a 

description of one aspect of the study team’s approach in analyzing flow scenarios.  Performance 

Indicators (PIs) were created as tools used to compare flow scenarios to see if some characteristics 

change for the better or worse.  Examples of categories of Performance Indicators used in the study are:  

• Flood Control -factors affecting flood risk 

• Water Supply - factors affecting water use and availability for people, communities and industry 

• Environmental - factors affecting terrestrial and aquatic ecosystem health 

• Agriculture - agricultural characteristics and interactions with the Souris River 

• Erosion - river and landscape erosion characteristics 

• Recreation - fishing, camping, boating, and recreational use of the Souris River and its lakes and 

reservoirs 

• Cultural – potentially including First Nations, Métis and Tribal Indigenous Nations areas of 

interests affected by various operational regimes; this indicator also includes historic or 

archeological sites in general 

• Dam Safety - risk of impacts to dams to ensure safe structures and operations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQGk9gXbWtE
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/landsat
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It is anticipated that Indigenous Nations may have other, potentially unique interests in how the river 

flow affects their Nations, and how their Nations interact with the Souris River.  The study team hopes 

to gather input from Indigenous Nations to better understand their concerns.  Ideally, Performance 

Indicators of targeted interest to Indigenous Nations would be developed.  Such targeted Performance 

Indicators could be incorporated into the study to evaluate how flow scenarios may affect Indigenous 

Nations and peoples.  This activity requires more planning, development and interactions between the 

study team and Indigenous Nations and their peoples. 
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Workshop Follow-up Actions  
 

The Indigenous workshop was a positive experience for the participants. 

The ISRSB study team will continue its work towards gathering and developing Performance Indicators 

of interest to Indigenous Nations and to include in the study.  This is a work in progress and requires 

additional meetings to develop an approach and meaningful data collection for the flow scenarios 

analyses. 

Indigenous Nations participants, the International Souris River Study Board and the International Joint 

Commission representatives also discussed options to continue shared collaborative efforts for 

Indigenous input to the study.  Indigenous Nations collaboration with the IJC beyond the study was also 

discussed. 

Three key areas were considered for follow-up actions: 

• Mapping of Indigenous Areas of Interest to support the ISRSB Study 

• Forming an Indigenous Advisory Group (for input to the study and for future IJC collaboration) 

• Planning an Indigenous-ISRSB Workshop for Spring 2020 to advance collaborative initiatives. 

 

Mapping of Indigenous Areas of Interest to support the ISRSB Study 

The ISRSB will continue its activities to develop Performance Indicators that capture areas of interest to 

Indigenous Nations.  In addition to this study team activity, Lisa Lone Fight offered her Geographic 

Information Systems and Google Earth expertise in mapping.   Lisa and her Nation are offering this input 

to support the study team and to advance Indigenous Nations interests for this type of work so it may 

also provide a direct benefit to Indigenous Nations.  She explained that it would be possible to include 

mapping using Google Earth (free software) to identify information that may be shared and to protect 

information that is confidential.  It is also possible to include interactive stories from Indigenous people 

within the mapping exercise.  Such maps could be a legacy for Indigenous Nations. 

While the specific details of this work need to yet be developed for mutual benefits, Lisa stated it is 

possible to complete some of these tasks by spring 2020.  It is also expected that the study team will 

need to provide information and support to help with Lisa’s offer.  For example, the study team could 

work with Lisa to incorporate the ISRSB’s Performance Indicators (PIs) concepts in the mapping 

exercises, help establish collaborations with interested Nations, find ways to provide resource support, 

build on some of the Indigenous Nations engagement activities with Nations that may have specific 

interests in participation, etc.  There may also be opportunities to build relationships with technical 

expertise in Canada to help or complement the study and Lisa’s activities (this idea requires more 

exploration and development). 

Examples of some of the key questions for the study which could be helpful with the defining and 

developing of the ISRSB Performance Indicators and the areas of interest to Indigenous Nations are: 

o Does the Souris River impact your current and/or ancestral lands? 

▪ What are the impacts? (e.g. activities, cultural sites, Indigenous plants, etc.) 
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o Does the Souris River impact your Tribe, First Nation or Métis Nation? 

▪ What is/are the impact(s) to your Nation(s)? (e.g. human, economic activities, 

other?) 

o What are some of the Indigenous Knowledge/ Indigenous Science areas of interest or data-

needs that Indigenous Nations would like to see reflected within this study? 

o What are some of the historic and present Indigenous areas of interest and value 

components that may be of interest (e.g. these could include values of Indigenous Nations 

towards cultural, social, environmental, spiritual, economic, recreational connections with 

the Souris River and its ecosystem)? 

o How does the Souris River impact Indigenous Nations? And vice versa? 

o For Indigenous Nations, what flow operations would be of interest to study? (e.g. to 

minimize present flooding risks or maximize water supply availability?) 

o Are Indigenous interests likely to change over time with future operations (e.g. with climate 

change impacts)? 

o Are there needs for adaptive changes over time, or for flexibility in operational river flow 

management that may be uniquely targeted to suit Indigenous interests? 

o What are your Nations’ desires for river management into the future? 

o What are your Nations’ interests in future adaptations to reduce Souris River flood or water 

supply risks to Indigenous areas of interest and values components? 

o What are some of the Indigenous Nations shared stories of beginning collaboration with the 

International Joint Commission (reflecting on the International Peace Garden Workshop)? 

 

Actions for follow-up include: 

• The study team will contact Lisa Lone Fight to determine what is needed to: 

o Provide additional study input to possible mapping initiatives so as to integrate 

Indigenous mapping with the study as much as possible (e.g. by incorporating ISRSB 

Performance Indicators into the mapping exercise). 

o Provide ISRSB targeted support for mapping activities. 

o Provide an initial suggestion to begin one or several pilot mapping projects, to narrow 

the initial scope and workload to suit scheduling and resource limitations (perhaps 

selecting one mapping exercise in each state/ province in North Dakota in United States, 

and in Saskatchewan and Manitoba in Canada). 

• Depending on schedule and duration of the mapping effort outlined above, where and as 

appropriate, the study team will reach out to Nations individually to determine how best to 

discuss technical information on Indigenous areas of interest and sites where there may be 

potential impacts with different flow scenarios. 
 

 

Forming an Indigenous Advisory Group (for input to the study; for future IJC 

collaboration) 

The Indigenous attendees expressed a strong interest in collaborating with the International Joint 

Commission to provide input to the short-term International Souris River Study Board (e.g. as noted in 

the offer to contribute to some Mapping of Indigenous Areas of Interest).  Participants agreed the best 

format to achieve collaborative Indigenous input would be to form an Indigenous Advisory Group (IAG).  
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Initial steps would require obtaining concurrence from the IJC Commissioners, the IJC, and the 

International Souris River Board.  An IAG would be a committee with Indigenous Nations membership 

from Canada and United States.  IAG members could be individuals who participated at this workshop or 

others as deemed appropriate. 

 

For longer-term collaboration with the IJC, an Indigenous Advisory Group could also provide input to the 

International Souris River Board – the permanent river board.  While the details of these concepts need 

further development, a potential model would be for the IAG created for the study to eventually shift, in 

some form, to providing input to the permanent river board upon completion of the study. 

 

There was also interest in having longer-term Indigenous membership on the permanent International 

Souris River Board.  One conceptual model for this would be to consider one Indigenous board member 

from Canada and one from United States, serving on the ISRB.  Such Indigenous board membership may 

also have some linkage to the IAG. 

 

The role and purpose of an Indigenous Advisory Group would be to  provide advice and input to the 

International Joint Commission Souris Boards (the International Souris River Study Board and the 

International Souris River Board).  An Indigenous attendee stated this should not be construed to be a 

group engaged in duty to consult with the Federal Government of Canada. This viewpoint is also 

consistent with the IJC perspective.  Specifically, an advisory group would not be fulfilling any formal 

'Duty to Consult' in the context of Government of Canada obligations.  As a bi-national treaty 

organization, the International Joint Commission cannot discharge the Government of Canada's 

obligations to Indigenous peoples. 

 

The Indigenous participants queried whether or not it would be possible for Indigenous Nations to 

review any ISRSB study report in advance of the public review, or release to the governments.  The IJC 

noted that this process is covered with established IJC report review protocols.  Active advisory groups 

typically receive reports for review prior to the finalization of these reports. These currently include the 

Public Advisory Group and the Resource Agency Advisory Group.  Should an Indigenous Advisory Group 

be formed, the IAG would be in a position to receive the report for review in its draft form. 

 

Actions for follow-up include: 

• The IJC and the ISRSB will contact Indigenous Nations workshop participants by email/phone to 
update them on the IJC/ISRSB/ISRB positions and responses on the concept of creating an 
Indigenous Advisory Group, and ask the Indigenous Nations to confirm their Nation’s support of 
the IAG concept. 

• The IJC and ISRSB will initiate input from Indigenous Nations who are interested in participating 
on the IAG, and gather their suggestions on developing a process, terms of reference and 
scheduling a meeting to begin developing the IAG process. 

• The IJC and ISRB will consider the idea of adding Indigenous board members on the 
International Souris River Board, and explore what actions are needed to make board 
membership changes. 
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Planning an Indigenous-ISRSB Workshop for Spring 2020 to advance 

collaborative initiatives 
 

Attendees at the November 2019 Peace Garden Indigenous Workshop for the IJC’s International Souris 

River Study Board indicated a strong interest in a follow-up workshop in Spring 2020 to keep momentum 

growing for collaborative activities.  The Spring 2020 Indigenous Nations - IJC Collaborations Workshop 

would attempt to advance and provide an update on the ISRSB study team’s work on development of 

Performance Indicators of specific interest to Indigenous Nations, as well as to nurture activities for the 

formation of an Indigenous Advisory Group for the ISRSB and the ISRB. 

 

Actions for follow-up include: 

 

• The ISRSB will continue to engage collaborative Indigenous Nations input to create or develop 

Performance Indicators that are unique to Indigenous Nations, to guide study activities on 

scenarios investigating various river flow options. 

• The ISRSB and the IJC will begin organizing the Spring 2020 workshop to advance the study, and 

to help develop the formation of an Indigenous Advisory Group.  

• On another matter, some Indigenous participants expressed interest in the IJC’s International 

Watershed Initiatives program (a program outside of the ISRSB study work, but of interest to 

Indigenous Nations.)  Further information exchange on this initiative may be required for the IJC 

to share additional information with Indigenous Nations that may have interests in participating 

on this program. 

 

Concluding Comments  
The International Souris River Study Board will ultimately submit a report on its recommendations 

regarding of the 1989 Agreement to the International Joint Commission.  Whatever changes that the 

Governments of Canada and the United States may decide to consider, the Canadian government would 

then be responsible for fulfilling its constitutional duty to consult to Indigenous peoples if the Canadian 

government’s decision has an impact on Indigenous constitutional rights.   The IJC and Governments of 

Canada and the United States follow well-established bi-national protocols for review and public input 

of any changes that may eventually be considered, prior to implementing any new agreement. 

 

The International Joint Commission and the International Souris River Study Board thank all Indigenous 

attendees representing their Nations for attending this workshop.  Participants offered valuable 

information to the Souris River study.  Attendees worked in good faith with each other on a common 

area of interest: safeguarding water for all people.  

 

It is recognised that more effort is required to engage Indigenous Knowledge, Indigenous Science and 

Indigenous voices and perspectives in water management and watershed interests.  The IJC welcomes 

the opportunity to explore opportunities for collaboration with Indigenous Nations.  Follow-up activities 

to achieve collaboration will require planning, commitment and effort to develop what could become a 

promising international partnership with Indigenous Nations and shared water resources. 
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Web References:  

 

1. International Peace Garden: https://peacegarden.com/  

 

2. International Joint Commission:   https://www.ijc.org/en/who/role   

 

3. Souris River Watershed (Saskatchewan, North Dakota, Manitoba):    

https://www.ijc.org/en/watersheds/souris-river  

 

4. International Souris River Board:   https://www.ijc.org/en/srb   

 

5. International Souris River Study Board: 

a. The study team’s work: https://www.ijc.org/en/srsb  

 

6. International Watersheds Initiative:  https://www.ijc.org/en/what/iwi 

  

https://peacegarden.com/
https://www.ijc.org/en/who/role
https://www.ijc.org/en/watersheds/souris-river
https://www.ijc.org/en/srb
https://www.ijc.org/en/srsb
https://www.ijc.org/en/what/iwi
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Acronyms/Terms List 
 

AOI – Areas of Interest for Indigenous Nations – see also: VCs:  Values Components 

AOR – Area of Responsibility 

Duty to Consult- The Government of Canada has a duty to consult with Indigenous peoples that 
may be affected by regulatory project approvals, licensing and authorization of permits, 
operational decisions, policy development, negotiations and other areas that may impact 
Indigenous peoples. 
IAG – Indigenous Advisory Group 

IJC – International Joint Commission 

IRG – Independent Review Group - an established group reviewing the study 

IJC – International Joint Commission 

ISRB – International Souris River Board (the permanent Souris River Board) 

ISRSB – International Souris River Study Board (the temporary study board investigating the 

Souris River Operating Plan established in the 1989 International Agreement) 

IWI – the International Joint Commission’s International Watersheds Initiative 

MB - Manitoba 

MMF – Manitoba Metis Federation  

NCAI – National Congress of American Indians 

ND – North Dakota 

PAG – Public Advisory Group to the ISRSB 

PIs – Performance Indicators for the ISRSB research into benefits/impacts of different flow 

scenarios of the Souris River 

RAAG – Resource and Agency Advisory Group to the ISRSB 

IRLWWB – International Rainy-Lake of the Woods Watershed Board 

SK - Saskatchewan 

THPO – United States Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

[See:https://www.nathpo.org/thpos/what-are-thpos/ ] 

UNDRIP – United Nations Declarations on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

USACE – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

USFWS – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

VCs – Values Components for Indigenous Nations – related to areas of interest  

WSA – Water Security Agency (Saskatchewan) 

  

https://www.nathpo.org/thpos/what-are-thpos/
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Souris Basin Map 
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Workshop Poster Sheets – with input from Workshop Participants 

 

• water spirits 

• More information on aquifers 

and the effect of high volume of 

water flows 

• Wow, clayton rocks 

• Water spirits provide life 

• Indigenous water stories – 

historic knowledge 

• Learned about the IJC 

• Cultural significance + 

occupancy  

• Nitrogen cycle: baseline health, 

impact to the cycle, impact to 

plants/regionally, mitigation 

• Lisa’s willingness to help us with 

maps is appreciated 

• How do you balance ecological 

flows on a prairie stream that 

typically goes dry in drought years? 

• Are the streamflow gaging 

stations checking for the 9 

carcinogens used in fracking as the 

waters flow in rivers between US & 

Canada? 

• Are they checking for 

radioactivity levels at stream flow 

gaging stations? 

• Are pipeline spills that impact the Souris River and its tributaries reported to Indigenous people? 

• IJC give free casino chips $100 

• Cultural and heritage resource protection 
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• there is a wealth of 

knowledge that we have yet to 

utilize  

• better engagement 

leads to better mitigation  

• discussion on sacred 

sites and significant sites was 

very informative  

• badger = earth – since 

badger lives in earth 

• safer chairs 

• historical sites 

• find a way to link 

watershed concerns 

• we want Indigenous 

representation on all IJC Boards  

• ensure the Métis 

Nation is on your maps 
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• better chairs please 

• would be good to quickly describe permanent Board and its focus in addition to study 

board 

• be more historically informed about the people of the area, * a little homework goes a 

long way 

• hydroelectric dams or “dams” (in Manitoba) is a very negative word 

• a quick info session or FAQ sheet on the key functions of dams and how they operate  

• exploring new collaborations takes time to build and grow trust 

• change matters – is awesome to know about 

• please come to IJC public meetings and volunteer for Boards 

• we could have let the big group discussion go instead of breaking into smaller groups on 

day 1 [i.e. on Day 1, perhaps the plenary session should have continued rather than 

small group discussions] 
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Appendix A- Workshop Participants – p.1 of 2 
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Appendix A – Workshop Participants p.2 of 2 
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Appendix B – Agenda: 
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