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Lake Ontario- St Lawrence River
Board

Key Messages:

» Favorable weather conditions allowed record-high outflows from Lake Ontario this winter and
extremely high outflows this spring. This is the main driver for lower water levels this year.

* The peak level of Lake Ontario was reduced by 18 cm owing to deviations from Plan 2014
since June 2019.
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Lake Ontario Water Levels:

Inflows, Outflows, and Deviations 2020

30—
25—
20 —
15—
10—
5—

o E—
-5—-

-10 —

-15 —

-20 —

-25 -

_30 | .

JAN 4 - 10 I

Approximate Change in Water Level: -3 cm

Dry, mild weather, and no ice formation, allowed record-high outflows (above Plan
2014 prescribed flows). An additional 2.5 cm of water was removed from Lake
Ontario during this period.
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Outflows were adjusted to facilitate ice formation in the St. Lawrence River.
Extremely wet weather, in conjunction with continuing record-high inflows from
Lake Erie, resulted in record-high net total supplies to Lake Ontario in January.
Outflows were also record high in January.
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Approximate Change in Water Level: -6 cm

Outflows continued to be maximized in February, while considering ice
conditions in the St. Lawrence River. Both outflows and inflows (net total
supplies) were record high in February.
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. Water added by NTS*
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Approximate Change in Water Level: 27 cm

Record-high inflows from Lake Erie and above-average net basin supplies
continued. The Board deviated from the Plan 2014 F Limit. Record-high out-
flows were released in March. Lake Ontario would have risen an additional
6.5 cm, if major deviations did not occur.
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The Board deviate from the Plan 2014 F Limit and L Limit. The St. Lawrence
Seaway Corporations undertook mitigation measures, to moderate the impacts of
higher outflows on navigation. Lake Ontario levels peaked at 75.40 m on 5 May.

. Water removed by outflow

. Water Level Changed by deviation

*Net Total Supply (NTS) is the amount of water that enters Lake Ontario from rain and
tributaries, minus evaporation, and includes the inflow from the Niagara River.
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Approximate Change in Water Level: -3 cm

Lake Ontario levels continue their gradual seasonal decline. High inflows from the
extremely high upper Great Lakes will continue for the foreseeable future and, in
response, Plan 2014 will continue to prescribe very high outflows, which will enhance
Lake Ontario’s seasonal decline.
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