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Science Advisory Board  
Research Coordination Committee 

 

Conference Call 
 

December 11, 2019 
9:00-10:00 EST 

Phone: 877-413-4781  
Access ID: 956 2917

 

Attendees:  
Debbie Lee, Gavin Christie, Chris Winslow, Michael Twiss, Sandy Eberts, Patricia Chambers, 

Erich Emery, Val Klump, Matthew Child, Lizhu Wang  

 

 

1. Roll call and approval of draft agenda    

 Agenda is approved. 

  

2. Approve Oct RCC and SAB meeting records 

The RCC and SAB meeting records are approved.  Send Li any additional edits or 

comments. 

 

3. Projects update 

a. Connecting channel.  

 It is near the end of the project.  The workgroup will receive a final draft report 

from the contractor, which will be discussed at a workgroup call next week.  

 During the Semi-annual meeting, Commissioners suggested involving indigenous 

representatives on this project.  Michael will make contact to invite their 

participation.   

 

b. GL Early warning system. 

 It is in the process of finalizing the workgroup report.   

 This version will incorporate the comments from SAB and the workgroup 

members.  

 This phase of the project focuses on the system’s institutional structure that leads 

the way to the 2
nd

 phase of operationalization of the system.  

  

a. Great Lakes Science Plan. 

 Workgroup has a call two weeks ago. 

 It is in the process of deciding the size of the workgroup and who should be 

represented.  It is not sure how large the group should be. Logistically, a large 

group could be very challenging. 

 It is suggested that we may want to have a small core team (workgroup co-chairs, 

contractor, and secretaries) call to discuss.  

 Contractor feels we can still be on the schedule as presented in the SOW.  

 Funding status for the project was also discussed.  We have allocated fund for the 

project contract.  The cost of the workshop will be from additional fund from 

different FY budget.   
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 It is suggested that we circulate the workgroup call notes and workgroup member 

list sheet. 

 It is suggested that we need more discussion on how to define what to include in 

the research spending survey. 

 

4. Work Plans  

a. Groundwater and Surface Water Modeling 

The work plan is complete, and no change is needed.  Ontario has a report on GW/SW 

modeling framework, which will support this project.  During the December GLEC 

meeting, RCC phase-I GW/SW integration report was acknowledged by the 

Groundwater Annex Co-chairs.    

  

b. Inventory of Agricultural BMP Research and Researchers  

The work plan is complete, and no change is needed.  It is scalable according to fund 

availability.  

 

c. Operationalizing GL Early Warning System 

This is an exciting project.  The project will identify a number of issues to follow.  The 

topics will cover a range of scales and effectiveness with something that we know and 

we can handle to be used as a model.  We then choose things that are more difficult.  

The framework we are developing will be able to handle both. 

 

The Early Warning System reporting process could be similar to a committee who 

reports it to the WQB.  This may also include a scaled-down Early Warning System.  

 

This effort will work with the existing committees that address the current issues linked 

with this effort, such as AIS, CEC.  This will avoid redundancies and enhance the 

effectiveness of this effort. 

 

5. If RCC wants to advance any of the new priorities   

a. Phase 2 of Nutrient Adaptive Management:  

There is an interest in advancing this idea since it is time sensitive.  State of Ohio is 

working on a framework related to this issue, but it may take 1-1.5 years.  We need to 

work with Annex 4 to move this effort forward. 

 

Chris Winslow will make contacts to identify progress and make a plan.  Chris will 

develop 1-2 pages for circulation.   

 

b. Making the Most of Citizen Science:  

It is mentioned that Commissioners showed an interest on this topic during the Semi-

Annual meeting.  RCC will have more discussion in its next call in February. 

 

c. Engaging Private Sectors to Expend Science Capability: 

It is mentioned that this is a different type of project idea, and may be worth to consider. 

RCC will have more discussion in its next call in February. 
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d. Use of Social Science to Tackle Water Issues:  

This project idea may need special expertise that RCC may not have.  RCC will have 

more discussion in its next call in February. 

 

6. Decision on GL Research Inventory website tool    

 Mark provided a detailed history on the Research Inventory website tool.  It had a good 

vision when SAB was the Research Advisory Board, but that vision has never been 

realized.   

 

 The website tool was launched more than 10 years ago and has been upgraded to the 

same operating system as the new IJC website.  However, additional improvements are 

needed to have the capability of searching information from other websites and to ensure 

the site is maintained and updated in compliance with the latest version of operating 

system and IT security patch.   

 

 Due to limited use of the website tool, inability of inventory research from other 

websites, and resource needs for maintenance and update, RCC needs to reevaluate the 

cost vs benefit of continuing to maintain this website tool. 

 

 It is suggested that we need to assess what is the purpose of the tool, how much it gets 

used, and look for other options.  Blue Accounting and IAGLR were mentioned as 

potential other options.  

 

 It suggested that we may want to put together a work plan to assess the status of GL 

research for meeting the mandate of GLWQA; may want to get a small group together to 

talk through it.  

 

 Mark suggested that, operationally, we should download the database files and shut the 

website down.  We could provide the GLFC with a table of their projects so that they are 

not lost, since GLFC is our most significant “customer”.  We could post a static web page 

indicating that RI.ijc.org is currently unavailable while a new approach of gathering and 

assessing information about Great Lakes research is developed.  That would keep the 

RI.ijc.org link alive in case we want to use it again.  On the static web page we could 

include a list of other sites where such information is available – i.e. GLRI, USGS, EPA, 

NRCAN, ECCC etc.  This could be suggested as a short-term action item on our work 

plan. 

 

7. Other business 

Scheduling the next RCC call - Doodle Poll includes February 3, 4, 10, and 11 


