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Science Advisory Board  
Research Coordination Committee 

 
Conference Call 

 

April 29, 2019 
10:00-11:30 EDT 

Phone: 877-413-4781  
Access ID: 956 2917

 
Meeting Summary 

 
Attendees: 
Debbie Lee, Gavin Christie, Chris Winslow, Erich Emery, Ian Campbell, Kathy McKague, 
Michael Twiss, Sandy Eberts, Tom Speth, Val Klump, Yves Michaud  
 
Lizhu Wang, Mathew Child, Pierre-Yves Caux, Victor Serveiss 

 

1. Roll call and approval of draft agenda 
a. Draft agenda is approved as presented. 

2.  Projects update 
a. Connecting channel 

- Project has progressed as scheduled. Completed review of research bibliography, 
interviewed most people to be interviewed, and talked to USGS large river trainer.  
Contractor also talked to a group from Ontario Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks. 

- Will have the next workgroup call tomorrow. 
- As requested, Erich Emery has been added to the workgroup. 
  

b. Great Lakes nutrient adaptive management 
- Has completed the draft workgroup report, which has been sent to the workgroup 

for inputs. 
- It is suggested that the draft report be sent to the entire RCC for input at this time. 

Secretary will send the report to all RCC members. 
- This work will provide information to help Annex 4 on nutrient management and 

adaptive management activities to address long-term nutrient issues.  
- The contractor team is working on several articles from the project to be 

submitted to a journal.    
 

c. Great Lakes early warning system 
- This project was delayed by the government shutdown.  The contractor’s report 

has been received.  The workgroup has decided to write a summary report based 
on the contractor’s report.   

- The workgroup had a call last month and has developed a report outline.  Several 
workgroup members have volunteered to help with the writing.  The target of 
completion of the report is late June. 
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- The report will propose three options on how the Great Lakes Early Warning 
System can be operated.  The options are: 1) IJC leads, but IJC does not have  a 
reference; 2) Annex 10 leads, which will need funding; 3) Amending the 
GLWQA by adding this as Annex 11 in the future.  

- It is clear that a phase 2 of this project is needed.  The workgroup is organizing a 
session at IAGLR, which will be held on June, 2019. 

- This work may provide information for the IJC long-term priority setting exercise.   

3.  Advancing of new work plans 
a. Groundwater and surface water model integration 

- We completed the 1st phase of the project, and the report has been transmitted to 
Annex 8.  

- The 2nd phase of this project is in planning.  The tasks are developed from the 1st 
phase, including stakeholder engagement and development of conceptual model. 

- A subgroup from this workgroup has submitted a proposal to the USGS Powell 
Center for funding.  This proposal also includes the hydrogeological conceptual 
model task that is in the RCC work plan. 

- Presently, they are waiting to find out if the proposal is selected for funding.  If 
the proposal is funded, the RCC work plan may not need to include the 
hydrogeological conceptual model development task, and will only include the 
management framework and stakeholder engagement.  Otherwise, the RCC’s 
work plan will have no change.   

- The U.S. national water modeling effort also wants to incorporate water below the 
surface, but they do not know how deep they want to go; Sandy already made the 
connection between USGS and NOAA national water modeling efforts. 

 
b. Science plan – linkage with future TAP 

- The workgroup had a call in March and another call last week.  These calls were 
triggered by the USGS receiving a mandate from the Congressional Committee. 

- The Committee requests that the USGS host a collaborative forum with federal, 
state, and tribal partners, academia, and other interested stakeholders.  The 
purpose of the forum will be to share current science, identify data gaps and areas 
of concern, to prioritize next steps, and identify resources needed for a Great 
Lakes integrated science plan.  The USGS has been asked to brief the 
Committee on the findings from this forum and what is needed for this plan by 
the end of fiscal year 2019.  

- During last week’s call, the discussion mainly focused on if we need a survey to 
synthesize the amount of dollars spent on Great Lakes science.  It was decided 
that it is a valuable exercise.  Sandy suggested that she can get the USGS budget 
allocation quickly. 

- Last week’s call also decided that this work needs support from GLRI and GLEC. 
- A letter was drafted to be submitted to the GLEC co-chairs to seek support. 
- Debbie will send the draft letter to all for input.  Input is needed by tomorrow 

(April 30th). 
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4.  Great Lakes Advisory Board priority setting  
a. Two RCC members, in addition to the RCC Co-chairs, will be invited to attend an in-person 

workshop on June 3-4, in Windsor.  
- Val Klump was selected and will attend; 
- Kathy McKague volunteered, but her agency has travel restrictions.  Will consider the 

option that IJC makes a request to her agency for approving her travel to the 
workshop.  

- If Kathy cannot come, Michael Twiss is able to attend as a backup plan. 
 

b. Identify a way through which other RCC members can contribute. 
- Workshop material will be sent to the RCC within about 10 days, and members can 

react to it. 
- RCC members will be requested to send in the priorities they identified.  A list of 

priorities will be created based on the input.   
- Each RCC member will vote for three priorities on the list. 
- It is suggested that the list be sort to distinguish intermediate and long-term priorities. 

 
5.  Other business  

a. There has been no further development regarding scheduling of the IJC Semi-Annual 
meeting.  The meeting may be scheduled once Commission quorum is achieved.   

b. The Lake Ontario CSMI coordination committee will have its data analysis and sharing 
workshop on June 19-20, 2019.  There will be a session on assessment of Great Lakes 
connecting channels during the workshop.   

c. The Lake Superior CSMI coordination committee is in the process of planning to have its  
priority identification workshop on July 11-12, 2019.  Kathy McKague mentioned that some 
of her staff may attend the meeting.  

d. Lake Ontario LAMP is out for review; it was suggested that more agency expertise is needed 
to work on connecting channels. 

 
6. Next call 

  Secretary will send a Doodle Poll for July 15, 16, and17. 


