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             International Joint Commission                           Commission mixte internationale 
                  Canada and United States                                         Canada et États-Unis           

 
 
 

IJC Science Advisory Board – Science Priority Committee 
Twenty Fifth Meeting 

Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 

February 7, 2019 – 10:30am-12:00pm 
 

 
U.S. Members Canadian Members Commission Staff 

Carol Miller (Co-Chair) Jeff Ridal (Co-Chair) Matthew Child (Secretary) 
Dave Allan Christina Semeniuk Victor Serveiss 

Mike Murray Henry Lickers Pierre-Yves Caux 
Lucinda Johnson John Livernois Li Wang 

Scott Sowa  Mark Burrows 
  David Burden 

 
Regrets: Bob Hecky, Clare Robinson and Joe DePinto 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions, and Approval of Draft Agenda 
 
The U.S. Co-Chair chaired the call and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Attendance was 
confirmed.  The draft agenda was approved by consensus. 
 
The U.S. Co-Chair reminded the SPC that Glenn Benoy, Canadian Section Liaison to the SPC since its 
inception in 2014, has taken a position with Fisheries and Oceans Canada.  On behalf of the SPC, 
Carol thanked Glenn for his many and varied contributions to the SPC and wished him well in his 
new position as DFO’s National Manager for Habitat and Arctic Science in the Ecosystems and 
Oceans Science sector.  In response to a question, it was clarified that IJC hopes to have the vacancy 
created by Glenn’s departure filled by March 31, 2019. 

 
2. Update on Commissioners 

 
For procedural reasons the Trump Administration’s nominations for U.S. Commissioners had to be 
resubmitted at the start of the current Congress.  Nominees include Jane Corwin (Co-Chair) from 
New York, Robert Sisson from Michigan and Lance Yohe from North Dakota.  The timeline for the 
Senate to confirm the nominations is difficult to predict, although three to six months is a 
reasonable estimate. 
 
Appointment of Canadian Commissioners is expected by the end of April, 2019 at the latest, and 
may be sooner.   
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3. Triennial Assessment of Progress 
 
The TAP Study Board has been positioning itself to conduct a ‘deep dive’ on two topics – nutrients 
and climate change – in support of the 2020 TAP report.  Those studies were to be completed by 
June, 2019 so the draft Study Board report would be ready for Commission review in September, 
and finalized by December.  Based on input from the boards, SAB leadership of the nutrients project 
and WQB leadership of the climate change project had been proposed. 
 
Due to the loss of Commission quorum with the departure of Canadian Commissioners in December 
2018, and the inability to advance contracting assistance due to the U.S. government furlough, it will 
be difficult to complete the two assessments in the available time.  It is not yet clear how other TAP-
related activities might be affected by the furlough; for example, there may be implications for the 
Progress Report of the Parties and Great Lakes Public Forum. 
 
These circumstances have forced Commission staff to reconsider the activities originally planned for 
the Study Board and TAP, and staff have been having informal discussions with IJC advisory board 
co-chairs on a potential path forward.  Once the Commission has quorum, staff plan to engage with 
Commissioners to discuss an alternate path forward that has two emphases.  First, a TAP will be 
prepared that responds to the IJC’s responsibilities under the Agreement, and would include 
consultations on the Progress Report of the Parties, a ‘scorecard’ of progress towards the 
recommendations included in the 2017 TAP report, and an assessment of progress for each of the 
Annexes.  Second, resources would be directed to setting priorities for the IJC’s Great Lakes-related 
advisory boards for the coming years.  Priority setting is expected to involve the Commission, 
advisory boards and staff. 
 
In the discussion that followed, is was acknowledged that since the SPC has not begun specific TAP-
related work, the proposed shift in focus  means there are no immediate implications for SPC work 
plans.  It is not clear what the proposed shift in focus might mean for funding for advisory board 
projects, which is ultimately up to the Commission once they’ve established quorum.  It may well 
transpire that the recent experience with advisory board projects (i.e., a diversity of smaller 
projects) would be supplanted by a smaller number of focused and substantial projects that are 
coordinated across the various boards. 
  

4. Board Membership 
 
Three SPC members have recently concluded, or will soon conclude, their service.  The contributions 
to those individuals were acknowledged on the call.  Each member will be receiving a formal 
acknowledgement and thanks for their service from the Commission. 
 
Dale Phenicie joined the SPC in February 2014 as a representative of the Council of Great Lakes 
Industries.  Dale has been a regular contributor to the SPC and was an active member of several 
work groups.  Recent work group involvement has included the SPC’s Interacting Stressors, Great 
Lakes Early Warning System and Energy Transport projects, and the Water Quality Board’s Animal 
Feeding Operations project.  The Council of Great Lakes Industries recently decided to suspend its 
operations, and therefore Dale has resigned from the SPC. 
 
Andrea Kirkwood joined the SPC in March 2016 and lent her expertise as a microbial ecologist at the 
University of Ontario Institute of Technology.  Andrea was an active member of the SPC and 



3 
 

participated on the Declining Offshore Lake Productivity work group, and Interacting Stressors work 
group.  Andrea recently authored a draft work plan on Climate Change and Urbanization.  Andrea 
has had to make some difficult choices regarding her work-life balance and has resigned from the 
SPC. 
 
Clare Robinson has been a member of the SPC since its inception in February 2014 and the SPC has 
benefitted from her expertise as a hydrogeologist at Western University.  Most recently Clare has 
served on the SPC’s Energy Transport work group and Fertilizer Application work group, and the 
Research Coordination Committee’s surface water-groundwater interactions work group.  Clare will 
be concluding her term with SPC later in the month. 
 
In the discussion that followed about filling the three SPC vacancies that will soon exist, the 
following was confirmed: 
 

• A balance of U.S. and Canadian members is sought. 
• The board should try to fill gaps on the SPC skills matrix, and also recruit based on some 

topics the SPC is likely to assess in the next 3-5 years e.g., climate change.  In addition to 
expertise, candidates should be effective communicators, and be willing to contribute to 
board investigations. 

• Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge should be added to the skills matrix. 
• The process for selecting new members includes the development of a ‘long list’ from 

existing board member nominations plus the public call, followed by a winnowing down to a 
‘short list’ of recommended members based on discussions with staff and the co-chairs.  The 
board can also provide their input on the ‘short list’.  Those individuals are then approached 
about their willingness to serve, and if they are interested a staff note to the Commission 
will be prepared recommending their appointment for a multi-year term. 

 
Actions: Members are asked to complete a self-assessment of their expertise for the SPC skills 

matrix. 
Members are requested to provide a sentence on their research interests. 
Members are asked to nominate individuals for SPC membership. 

 
5. Work Group Updates 

 
Fertilizer Application – Supplemental Analysis (Mike Murray) 
A small contract was issued in summer 2018 to incorporate the most recent five years of Canadian 
fertilizer sales data, which was made publically available after the original analysis.  A draft report 
was received in September and underwent peer review.  The revised report was recently received, 
and a call has been scheduled to discuss the report with the contractor.  The supplemental report is 
expected to be finalized by spring, and the plan is to transmit the report to the Commission with a 
cover note from the SAB.  A manuscript is also planned. 
 
Great Lakes Early Warning System (Lucinda Johnson) 
The final contractor report was submitted in November, 2018 and included a focus of groupings of 
stressors and threats, and an organizational framework.  A work group report will be prepared 
which is based on the contractor report.  Members were reminded that a draft SPC work plan has 
been prepared for a second phase of GLEWS, which will consider datasets and methods/approaches 
to operationalize the early warning system.  An IAGLR 2019 session on the early warning system is 
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included in the call for presentation abstracts; that session proposes to explore the types of data, 
kinds of analyses, and process to identify threats that need to get acted on through the early 
warning system. 
 
Stressor Interactions (Dave Allan) 
The contractor team has substantially completed the literature review and developed a preliminary 
list of stressor pairs.  A workshop is planned for April 9+10, 2019 in Windsor, ON to refine the 
analysis. 
 
Declining Offshore Lake Productivity (staff on behalf of the co-chairs) 
The work group report is very close to being finalized, and will then be circulated to the SPC and RCC 
for review.  The SPC discussed the draft report in some detail at their October, 2018 meeting. 
 
HPAB’s Harmonized Fish Consumption Advisory Work Plan (Jeff Ridal + Henry Lickers) 
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne has approved their participation in the project, and the work 
plan is awaiting Commission approval.  The Akwesasne views the IJC as a partner in the project, and 
look forward to advancing this initiative. 
 
RCC’s Great Lakes Nutrients Adaptive Management (staff on behalf of Joe DePinto) 
The project reviewed several models and assessed their utility for assessing phosphorus load 
reductions in Lake Erie, and included an expert workshop.  The contractor report was received in 
fall, 2018 and the work group is currently preparing a summary report which should be completed 
by spring, 2019.  Through discussion, it was clarified that the contractor and work group are aware 
of the EPA Science Advisory Board’s recent review of models by two Board panels. 
 
WQB’s Animal Feeding Operations (staff) 
The WQB work group report is expected later in February, 2019.  With Dale Phenicie’s resignation, 
the WQB has requested an SPC reviewer for the draft WQB report.  Mike Murray volunteered to 
review the draft. 
 
Action: WQB Secretary to forward the draft WQB report to Mike Murray. 
 

6. Advancing New Work Plans 
 

Member were reminded that following the July 2018 SPC Retreat, a number of work plans have 
been advanced including: 
 

• Integrated Science Plan (with RCC; draft work plan developed) 
• Economic Valuation of Ecosystem Services (draft work plan developed) 
• Climate Change and Urbanization (preliminary draft work plan developed) 
• Great Lakes Early Warning System – Phase 2 (preliminary draft work plan developed) 

 
Through discussion, there was general acknowledgement that the lack of Commission quorum and 
the uncertainties associated with future board priorities (as discussed above) have a bearing on 
advancing specific work plans in the short term.  There was general agreement that the Integrated 
Science Plan work plan is central to the SAB’s mandate and is likely to appeal to Commissioners in a 
discussion of board priorities.  It was also acknowledged that the current work plan’s focus on 
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fundamental science needs may be narrower than the IJC’s need for a science plan that influences 
and guides science activities in the basin for the next ~10 years.   
 
There was general agreement that following the next RCC call the SAB Science Plan work group 
should consider the draft further, for discussion at the next SAB in-person meeting. 
 

7. Spring Semi-Annual Meeting 
 
Based on uncertainties related to Commission quorum, as well as availability of Department of State 
staff for meetings, the Spring Semi-Annual meeting dates have not been confirmed.  At this point it 
is hoped that the meeting will proceed in May or June, 2019.  SPC members will be notified as soon 
as details are confirmed. 
 

8. Schedule of 2019 SPC Meetings 
 
There was general support for the 2019 meeting schedule included in the agenda packet.  
 

9. Other Business & Adjournment 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 
 
 

Meeting record prepared by Matthew Child and reviewed by Carol Miller and Jeff Ridal.   
Please forward any errors or omissions to childm@windsor.ijc.org 


