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Summary of Discussion, Wednesday, April 25, 2018 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions: 
The US co-chair welcomed participants; members introduced themselves and reviewed the agenda. Welcoming 
session for new HPAB member Glenn Miller. 
 

2. Prospects for IJC funding and HPAB project planning 
Secretary and US and Canadian liaisons discussed opportunities and processes for HPAB project support via the 
Great Lakes Regional Office, International Watersheds Initiative program, and staff supported projects. 

 
3. Other Basins WG – Work Plans and Projects 

i. Updates to HPAB external and cross-board activities 
Four new non-board members have joined Other Basins and Great Lakes work groups. External cross board 
updates included the Rainy Lake of the Woods and Fish consumption advisory framework project (SAB). 

ii. Selenium in Aquatic Systems Report and Infographics 
Revisions to the report ‘A Review of Human Health Impacts of Selenium in Aquatic Systems’ was approved by 
present board members after comments received from Commissioners, liaisons and the legal department on 
April 23, 2018 (Motion: Foldy, Seconds: Faustman and Takaro). The board will request Commissioners 
approve the current revised version or the previous version submitted in the selenium briefing note prior to 
the executive meeting.  

iii. Principles for Human Health Projects 
Principles intended for approval by commission for posting on the HPAB website to supplement board 
mandate. To date, a draft product was circulated to other boards for feedback, with no additional feedback 
received. Requests for more feedback will be sought at board co-chairs meeting to solicit feedback. Next 
steps include final board approval, and consideration for developing a manuscript of this work for 
publication. 

Action Item: Circulate final version of product for HPAB approval. 
iv. Fish Consumption Advisories Framework in the St. Lawrence River system 

Board heard updates on fish consumption harmonization project, highlighting the project goals of developing 
frameworks that include concerns of all members of communities regarding issuance of fish consumption 
advisories. 

v. IRLWWB indicators project proposal  
Board heard updates on potential for collaboration with the International Rainy Lake of the Woods 
watershed board regarding  

Action Item: Include this as a topic at the next Other Basins work group meeting.  
vi. Human Health Data list for IJC GIS layers 

Conversations with IJC’s GIS team indicated that a shorter list of attributes would provide a better basis for 
staff feedback. Discussions included whether the search for health based GIS data layers should be a board 
activity. 

Action Item: Co-chairs will send GIS list to Mike Laitta again and request a meeting.  
 

4. Great Lakes WG – Work Plans 
i. Updates to HPAB external and cross-board activities. 

Updates were heard on the developing process to include Great Lakes boards in the Triennial Assessment of 
Progress (TAP). The Commission indicated that boards should play an expanded and earlier role in TAP. 
General plan including naming co-chairs of Great Lakes Board co-chairs (including HPAB) and select other 
participants ) to a study board for TAP.  Commission hopes to issue volume one of TAP in early 2019, which 
would include input from the study board. 

ii. Great Lakes Beaches Association (GLBA) Collaboration Report Out  
HPAB members and Secretary attended GLBA meeting in November 2017 to discuss project with GLBA board 
and establish a collaborating team. Ideas for projects include a survey of beach operators on effectiveness of 
beach sanitary surveys, and a workshop at the 2018 GLBA to assess survey results. HPAB member Sam 
Dorevitch will serve as Co-lead.  

iii. Great Lakes Early Warning System 



Kate Bassil will attend the Great Lakes Early Warnings System project workshop (Windsor, ON May 2018) 
that aims to advance the following project tasks: 

-Generate a list of current and potential Great Lakes stressors and threats that would form a 
developing early warning system. 
-Develop a conceptual framework for a Great Lakes early warning system. 

Joan Rose provided an update on the Nature Conservancy/Great Lakes Commission Blue Accounting 
initiative. 

Action Item: The principles and priorities document will be distributed to Kate prior to the workshop. The workshop 
agenda will be distrusted to this workgroup once available. Joan Rose indicated she would contact Scott Sowa of 
Nature Conservancy for further updates on the source water activities under Blue Accounting. 

iv. Review list of SAB and WQB projects. 
Synergies with HPAB work and interest with active Great Lakes board projects were discussed.  

Action Item: Request from the SAB to get a member on their chemical mixtures group. 
v. Centennial IJC study. (Attachment 5, pg. 15)  

Results of circulating the project statement of work through the Science Priority Committee and Great Lakes 
work group yielded good comments that have been addressed. The project is intended to review the last 
decade of advances in microbial source tracking techniques in the Great lakes and summarize existing data 
and identify gaps from modern monitoring programs. A workshop to consider how to repeat a study similar 
in scale to the IJC’s water quality study (1913) would be held. 

vi. AGI Illness Phase 2 Status 
Phase 1 is reported complete. Phase 2  will continue with the support of IJC staff, and the board is 
proceeding with research ethics approvals.  
 

5. Invited Speaker Presentation: Tom Edge- McMaster University 
The board heard an invited presentation from workgroup member Dr. Tom Edge on microbial source tracking 
technologies, associated concepts and case studies relevant to the Great Lakes. 
 

6. Board Expansion and Membership Update 
The board identified Environmental Justice and Social Science as gaps in member expertise. Pending memberships 
are currently under staff review, with First Nations and Tribal members an outstanding priority.  
Action Item: Board members made suggestions for new members and will continue to send other suggestions to the 
secretary. Matt Dellinger will reach out to Great Lakes Intertribal Epidemiology Center for nominees. Paul Allen will 
follow up on the request for AFN nominations tendered previously. 

7. Journal Club 
HPAB member Sam Dorevitch selected a recent peer-reviewed research paper “Review of Epidemiological Studies of 
Drinking-Water Turbidity in Relation to Acute Gastrointestinal Illness” (DeRoos, 2017) for review and discussion 
among HPAB members. Implications for the board’s ongoing AGI project were discussed, given the project’s use of 
turbidity as an indicator. 

8. Meeting adjourned 3:50 PM 
 
  



                             AGENDA 
13th Meeting of the Health Professionals Advisory Board 
Hilton Garden Inn Reagan National Airport Hotel| Champlain 

Room 
2020 Jefferson Davis Highway|Arlington, Virginia 22202 

 

 Wednesday  

 April 25, 2018 

 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM ET 

8:30 – 8:50 AM 1. Welcome, New Member Introduction, and Group 

Photo; Review of Agenda and Six Month Recap 

Seth Foldy(Chair) 

Tim Takaro 

8:45 – 9:15 AM 2. Prospects for IJC funding and HPAB project planning HPAB Staff 

9:15 – 10:15 AM 3. Other Basins WG – Work Plans and Projects 

 Updates to HPAB external and cross-board activities.  

 Selenium in Aquatic Systems Report and 1-pagers 

 Principles for Human Health Projects. (Attachment 1)  

 Fish Consumption Advisories Framework in the St. Lawrence River 
system. 

 IRLWWB indicators project proposal. (Attachment 2) 

 Human Health Data list for IJC GIS layers (Attachment 3) 

All 

10:15 – 10:30 AM Break All 

10:30 – 12:00 PM 
4. Great Lakes WG– Work Plans and Projects 

 Updates to HPAB external and cross-board activities.  

 Great Lakes Beaches Association Collaboration Report Out. 

 Review list of SAB and WQB projects. (Attachment 4). 

 Centennial IJC study. (Attachment 5) 

 AGI Illness Feasibility Report Update 

All 

Lunch at 12:00 PM  
5. Invited Speaker - TBD 

 

 

1:00 – 1:15 PM  Break  All 

1:15 – 2:15 PM 6. Board Expansion Membership update 

 Recruitment and expertise (Attachment 6) 

All 

2:15 – 3:00 PM 7. Journal Club 

  

Dorevitch, All 

3:00 – 3:50 PM 10. Planning for HPAB Presentation to the IJC  All 

 

3:50 PM 

Adjourn 

Co-chair travel for Great Lakes Boards Co-chair Roundtable 

Members 

dismissed 



 


