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Meeting Record 12th Meeting of the Health Professionals 
Advisory Board 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 
IJC Canadian Section Office 

234 Laurier Avenue West, 22nd Floor | Ottawa, ON K1P 6K6 
 

 
CANADIAN MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 
David Buckeridge (Canadian Co-Chair) McGill University Health Centre, Montreal, QC 
Tim K. Takaro    Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC 
 

 
U.S. MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 
Seth Foldy (US Co-Chair)  Physician and Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI 
Joan Rose    Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 

 
REGRETS: 

 
Laurie Hing Man Chan   University of Ottawa, Ottawa, ON 
Kate Bassil     Toronto Public Health, Toronto, ON 
Elaine Faustman    University of Washington, Seattle, WA 
Samuel Dorevitch   University of Illinois Chicago School of Public Health, Chicago, IL 
Mark Gabriel    International Joint Commission, Windsor, ON 

 
SECRETARY: 

 
Jennifer Boehme   International Joint Commission, Windsor, ON 

 
OTHER ATTENDEES: 

Paul Allen    Liaison, International Joint Commission, Ottawa, ON 
Michael A. Mezzacapo   Sea Grant Fellow, International Joint Commission, Windsor, ON 
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Summary of Discussion, Wednesday, October 25, 2017 
 
 

1. Review status for AGI Illness Contract Update 
i. Phase 1 Update on Data Availability and Final Report 

Jennifer reported that data discovery is complete and staff at the Great Lakes Regional 
Office have supplemented the contractor report and data discovery. Board members 
noted that proceeding with Phase 2 was promising given the number of illness cases and 
environmental data discovered under Phase 1. Foldy suggested additional edits. Project 
leads will work with IJC staff to edit the draft feasibility study, followed by work group 
review, and final board approval. Board members expressed interest in creating a 
completed database for Phase 1 prior to beginning Phase 2. The board will report its 
findings for AGI feasibility Phase 1 along with recommendations to proceed with Phase 
2. 

ii. Phase 2 Assessment 
The board discussed options for redesigning Phase 2 based upon the available data in 
Phase 1. 

Action Items: GIS group to meet with HPAB to attempt to collaborate on the AGI study. David 
and Tim will contact Mike Laitta from GIS Team to discuss options for integration into the Data 
Harmonization project.  
 

2. Selenium in Aquatic Systems Report and 1 Pager 
i. Updates on Report 

Commissioners wanted additional information to include mining and selenium impacts 
to the ecosystem and human health. Draft language and additions to the report will be 
submitted to the work group for comments. 

Action Item: The updated report will be sent to Other Basins Workgroup and co-chairs then full 
Board for review. 

3. Other Basins WG – Work Plans 
i. Principles for Human Health Projects. Seth presented the principles for human health 

document and proposed to move the document to other boards across the IJC for 
comments and feedback. The document would supplement the HPAB mandate and 
inform other boards of HPAB priorities when collaborating on projects.  

Action Items: Present the idea of sharing with other watershed boards to commission with 
bullets to Commission during co-chairs presentation. HPAB will take Commission guidance and 
before circulating the principles document to boards with a list of questions to solicit feedback. 
Jennifer will formulate the questions for Board approval. 

ii. Fish Consumption Advisories Framework in the St. Lawrence River system. Jennifer 
gave updates on the fish consumption advisory harmonization project, highlighting the 
project goals of developing a framework that includes concerns of all jurisdictions 
impacted by the issuance of fish consumption advisories.  

 Action Items: None. 
iii. Health priority layers/ attributes for addition to Binational GIS harmonization effort. 

Tim reported out his experience the IWI Data Harmonization Workshop.  
Action Items: Members provided edits to the layers document. Board will pursue a presentation 
with the GIS team to see where collaboration can occur with the ongoing IWI data 
harmonization project. Next steps include a call with Mike Liatta to draft a path forward. 
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iv. Additional Items 
Seth updated the group on progress towards a collaboration with the Great Lakes Beach 
Association (GLBA) . HPAB will participate in the GLBA Beach Managers Round Table to 
discuss potential collaboration Alerting letter on behalf of Tim was sent to Jennifer. 
Jennifer will draft letter to the Commission on nitrate issue.  

 
4. Great Lakes WG – Work Plans 

i. Lawsuit against Monsanto for PCB clean up. Michael investigated questions proposed 
by Elaine about Monsanto and PCB lawsuits. The Board indicated further pursuit of the 
topic will be held pending Elaine’s further input on outcomes and strategy.  

ii. Centennial IJC study. (Attachment 5, pg. 15) 
Seth and Joan give an update on the evolving scope of the centennial study work plan. 
Additional edits to the work plan were discussed and incorporated, and additional 
language flagged the work plan for collaboration with other Great Lakes boards (Water 
Quality Board (WQB), Science Advisory Board (SAB) and outside partners. 

Action Items: Jennifer will incorporate edits to scope and budget for board review. The full 
proposal will be circulated for board approval, to be finalized for the December 2017 IJC 
Executive Meeting.  
 

5. Great Lakes Board Activities Review 
Jennifer review the compiled list of board projects that would inform the Great Lakes (GL) co-
chairs meeting later 25Oct2017.  Board noted that HPAB co-chairs should surface the following 
ideas at the GL co-chairs meeting: 1) an HPAB member to attend the WQB First Nations listening 
session meetings; 2) adding HPAB items to the current WQB survey. 

 
7. Board nominations update  

The secretary reviewed current board vacancies and the requirements to fulfill those spots as 
requested by the Commission. Board members discussed the transfer of HPAB co-chair duties 
from David Buckeridge back to Tim Takaro in January 2018. Tim agreed to resume co-chair 
duties if approved by the Commission.  
 

8. Membership Update 
The board discussed four vacancies to the HPAB. The Board discussed two expertise areas to 
focus on per HPAB need: Agriculture/ Water Health Connection and Water contaminates.  
Action Items: Seth will speak to Matt Dellinger at the University of Wisconsin as an addition to 
the Other Basins Work Group and Todd Miller for Great Lakes Work Group. Joan will contact 
Amy Sapkota at the University of Maryland: School of Public Health re: potential US 
membership. A week after the GL Beach Association meeting Jennifer will follow up with a 
membership update. Members will investigate likely nominees at Canadian health agencies, and 
inform Paul Allen of the individual to further the nominations process. 

 
9. Planning for HPAB Presentation to the IJC 

Members were invited to attend the co-chairs presentation. 

10. Shared Speaker Presentation with SAB: Dr. Henry Lickers 
The board heard an invited presentation from Dr. Henry Lickers with the SAB, with members 
being informed about Traditional Ecological Knowledge, its associated concepts and how 
frameworks can be implemented to include native community perspectives. 
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11. Other Business 

No other business was discussed. 
 

12. Meeting adjourned 2:45 PM 



AGENDA 
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8:30 – 8:40 AM 1. Welcome and Review of Agenda / Group Photo David Buckeridge 
(Chair) 
Seth Foldy 
 

8:40 – 9:05 AM 2. AGI Illness Feasibility Report Update Great Lakes WG 

9:05 – 9:30 AM 3. Selenium in Aquatic Systems Report and 1 
pager 

All 

 
9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 
4. Other Basins WG – Work Plans 
• Principles for Human Health Projects. (Attachment 

1, pg. 2) 
• Fish Consumption Advisories Framework in 

the St. Lawrence River system. 
(Attachment 2, pg. 10) 

• Health priority layers/ attributes for addition to 
Binational GIS harmonization effort. (Attachment 
3, pg. 11) 

 
All 

11 – 11:15 AM Break All 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
Lunch at 12:00 PM 

 5. Working Lunch/Great Lakes WG – Work Plans 
• Lawsuit against Monsanto for PCB clean up. 

(Attachment 4, pg. 13) 
• Centennial IJC study. (Attachment 5, pg. 15) 

All 

1:00 – 1:15 PM Break All 

1:15 – 1:45 PM 7. Membership update All 

1:45 – 2:15PM 8. Great Lakes Board Activities Review 
• Review list of SAB and WQB projects (Attachment 

6, pg. 26) 

All 

2:15 – 2:50 PM 9. Planning for HPAB Presentation to the IJC All 

2:50 PM 
 

 
 
 
 
3:50 PM 

Meeting Adjourn to Attend 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
presentation by Henry Lickers 
(MetCalfe Hotel -Edwards Room) 
 
 
Co-chair travel for Great Lakes 
Boards Co-chair Roundtable 
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