
INTERNATIONAL J O I N T  COMMISSION 

iN THE-MATTER OF EMERGENCY REGULATION O F  THE LEVEL OF R A I N Y  
LAKE AND .OTHER BOUNDARY WATERS I N  THE R A I N Y  LAKE  WATERSHED. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER 

29 A p r i l ,   1 9 8 7  

t o  t h e  O r d e r   P r e s c r i b i n g  Method o f   R e g u l a t i n g   t h e  
Levels   o f   Boundary  Waters, d a t e d  8 J u n e   1 9 4 9 ,  a s  
amended  by  Supplementary  Orders da ted  1 Octobe r   1957  
and 2 9  J u l y   1 9 7 0 .  

The  Commission  was  informed  on  Apri l   24,   1987,   by  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y  L a k e  B o a r d   o f   C o n t r o l   t h a t   R a i n y  L a k e  was 
o n l y   s l i g h t l y   a b o v e   t h e   e m e r g e n c y   c o n d i t i o n s   l e v e l   a n d ,   b a s e d  
o n   p r e s e n t  water s u p p l y   t r e n d s ,  was a b o u t   t o   g o   o u t s i d e  i t s  

. o p e r a t i n g   b a n d .   T h e   o u t f l o w   f r o m   t h e  l ake  i s  subjec t  t o  
minimum o u t f l o w s   p r e s c r i b e d   i n  t h e  Commission 's   1970 
Supplementary   Order  when t h e   l e v e l   r e a c h e s   o r  f a l l s  below t h e  

l o w e r   r u l e   c u r v e .  The Board   a l so   i n fo rmed   t he   Commiss ion   t ha t  
c o n d i t i o n s   i n   t h e   b a s i n  a r e  v e r y   d r y ,   a n d   b a s e d   o n   a v a i l a b l e  
f o r e c a s t s ,  are  e x p e c t e d   t o   c o n t i n u e   t o  be v e r y   d r y .  

The  Board h a s  recommended  reducing   ou t f lows   f rom  Rainy  
Lake t o  2500 c f s  u n t i l  s u c h  time a s  Rainy L a k e  i s  b a c k   i n  i t s  
band i n   o r d e r   t o   c o n s e r v e  water u n d e r   t h e   p r e v a i l i n g  c r i t i c a l  
d r o u g h t   c o n d i t i o n s .  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y   R i v e r  Water 
P o l l u t i o n   B o a r d   h a s   . a d v i s e d  t h e  Commission t h a t  a minimum 
release o f  2500 c f s  w o u l d   b e   a c c e p t a b l e   u n d e r   p r e s e n t  water 
s u p p l y   c o n d i t i o n s   t o  meet p o l l u t i o n   c o n t r o l   r e q u i r e m e n t s   i n  t h e  

Rainy  River .  I t  h a s   a l s o   i n f o r m e d  t h e  Commission t h a t  t h i s  
reduct-ion i.n minimum o u t f l o w  w o u l d  be adequate f o r  f i s h  

spawning i n  t h e  R a i n y   R i v e r   b u t   a d v i s e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e   o f  f i s h  

s p a w n i n g   e v e r y   p o s s i b l e   e f f o r t   s h o u l d   b e  made t o   s t a b i l i z e  t h e  

l e v e l s   o f   R a i n y   a n d  .Namakan Lakes o v e r   t h e   n e x t   c o u p l e   o f  weeks. 

Based  upon t h e  a b o v e   ' i n f o r m a t i o n   a n d   a d v i c e ,  t h e  Commission 
f i n d s  t h a t  e m e r g e n c y   c o n d i t i o n s  now e x i s t   i n  t h e  Rainy L a k e  

water shed.  
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' . THE COMMISSION  THEREFORE ORDERS AND DIRECTS THAT, 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  terms o f   t he   'Commiss ion ' s  Oraer d a t e d  
8 J u n e  1 9 4 9 ,  a s  amended, t h e  outf lows  f rom  Rainy L a k e  and 
Namakan Lakes s h a l l  be r e g u l a t e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  d a i l y  mean 
d i s c h a r g e  s h a l l  be   no   l ower  t h a n  2500  c f s  and  5 0 0  c f s ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   p r o v i d e d   t h a t   t h e   o u t f l o w s   f r o m   e a c h  L a k e  s h a l l  
be  determined  by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y  L a k e  B o a r d   o f   C o n t r o l  
a n d   p r o v i d e d   f u r t h e r   t h a t   t h e   o u t f l o w   f r o m   R a i n y  L a k e  s h a l l  be 

i n c r e a s e d   t e m p o r a r i l y ,  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,   t o   p r e v e n t   t h e   d i s s o l v e d  
oxygen   l eve l  i n  t h e  Ra iny   R ive r   f rom  f a l l i ng   be low 5 m i l l i g r a m s  
p e r  l i t e r .  

The  C o m p a n i e s , - d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d   o f   r e d u c e d   o u t - f l o w ,  

s h a l l  m o n i t o r   d i s s o l v e d   o x y g e n   l e v e l s   o n c e   p e r  w e e k  i n   t h e  
Rainy  River  a t  t h e  f i o l l o w i n g   t h r e e   l o c a t i o n s :  

1. U p s t r e a m ' f r o m   F o r t   F r a n c e s  
2.  A t  t h e  1 9  K M  range   marker  
3 .  Upstream  from  Manitou  Rapids 

T h e  Companies s h a l l   f u r n i s h  t h e  o u t f l o w   i n f o r m a t i o n  

e a c h   d a y   a n d   d i s s o l v e d   o x y g e n   i n f o r m a t i o n   w e e k l y   t o  t h e  Un i t ed  
S t a t e s  and   'Canad ian   members   o f   t he   In t e rna t iona l   Ra iny  L a k e  

Board of Control   and  the  Co-Chairmen o f  t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y  
River  Water P o l l u t i o n   B o a r d .  

I n  t h e  e v e n t   t h a t  i t  comes t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n   o f   t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y  R-iyer Water P o l l u t i o n   B o a r d  or  , e i t h e r  
Company t h a t  these f l o w s  a r e  c a u s i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  .on L a k e  o f  
t h e  Woods o r  t h e  R a i n y   R i v e r ,   t h e y  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y   a d v i s e  t h e  

Commission  and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .   R a i n y  L a k e  Board o f  C o n t r o l .  
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. 1 t, 

' .  U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e   o r d e r e d   b y  t h e  Commission, t h i s  

S u p p l e m e n t a r y   O r d e r   s h a l l   c o n t i n u e   i n   f o r c e  u n t i l  September 1 0 ,  

1 9 8 7 .  

Dated t h i s   2 9 t h  Day o f  April 1 9 8 7 .  

By t h e  Commission 

David G. Chance . 
S e c r e t a r y ,   C a n a d i a n   S e c t i o n  

.- .. 


