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Background information is provided in the

following three sections to assist the public in

better understanding

the scope of the

complex environmen-

tal conditions in the

Niagara River AOC for

which the Parties

have taken corrective

actions to address.
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The Commission’s first examined the water quality conditions in the Niagara River in response to a 1912
reference from the governments to examine the extent and causes of pollution in the boundary waters
between the United States and Canada.  A more specific reference concerning pollution of the Niagara
River was received by the Commission from the governments in 1948.  Reports in response to these
references were issued in 1918 (IJC 1918) and 1950 (Board of Technical Advisers 1950).  Subsequently,
other issues including the presence of persistent toxic substances were identified in the Niagara River
along with other areas of the Great Lakes basin.  The 1978 Agreement and the 1987 Protocol required
that these problems and others be addressed in the RAPs.

Stage 1 (problem identification) and Stage 2 (selection of remedial measures) RAPs have been
prepared for the Ontario and New York portions of the Niagara River AOC.  The Implementation Annex of
the 1995 Stage 2 Ontario RAP and the accompanying Welland River Watershed Strategy were subse-
quently made available in November 2000 (Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 2000).  The
Ontario and New York RAP activities operate within the Niagara River AOC  independently of each other.


