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Foreword

As physicians practicing medicine in our communities and concerned with our
patients’ welfare, we cannot ignore the continuing degradation of our environ-
ment. Those of us who practice in large urban areas have witnessed our patients
suffering from the adverse effects of air pollution. Walkerton, on the other hand,
provides rural practitioners with a stark example of the lethal consequences of
water pollution. The recent loss of life there poignantly underlines the urgent need
for action. As our patients’ advocates, we must work toward reversing the current
deterioration of the environment in Canada and the United States, as well as in
the rest of the world.

The hard work of the authors and the International Joint Commission should
inspire us in this effort. Their Environmental Health in Family Medicine curriculum
material is an invaluable resource, one which will help family physicians to culti-
vate a more detailed knowledge of environmental issues. We anticipate that fam-
ily physicians, working in concert with other groups, will ultimately respond by
raising the profile of health issues stemming from environmental degradation.
Amid rising public awareness, voters will persuade politicians to overcome their
intrinsic resistance to change.

On behalf of physicians and the public, | would like to thank the authors for their
commitment to this vital cause. We hope that this curriculum material will inform
all who make use of it, inspiring them to commitment and action.

Dr. Walter Rosser
Professor and Chair, Faculty of Community Medicine, University of Toronto
Past President, Ontario College of Family Physicians




