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Dear Ch ray:

| am writing to you to confirm Ontario’s position with respect to the International Joint
Commission’s proposed new Order of Approval and Plan 2007 for regulating water
levels and flows on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. We had planned to
provide this information to you at the meeting the IJC was to hold with the affected
Canadian provinces and US state governments in August. As this meeting will no longer
occur, we are providing this letter to you to outline Ontario’s position.

| commend the work of the IJC and its International Lake Ontario — St. Lawrence River
Study Board in formulating and reviewing the three optional plans for regulating flows
and levels on lake and river — Plans A+, B+ and D+. As you know, representatives of
my ministry participated on the study board and several of its technical work groups.

I understand that the comments received by the IJC on these options were quite
polarized, and | thank the Commissioners for their commitment to find a workable
compromise which can provide new benefits over the current plan, Plan 1958D with
deviations.

An Ontario government review team has studied Plan 2007 closely and it has many
good features: it increases economic benefits for every sector and it does more for the
environment than the current plan. However, the government is also of the view that
Plan 2007 will not do enough to sustain the health of the lake and the river over the long
term. Relative to Plan B+, Plan 2007 forgoes statistically significant improvements for
several species, some of which are species at risk.

The Ontario government is very concerned about the long term adverse effects of Plan
1958D on the ecological integrity of the lake and river. The longer that regulation
continues in a way which does not take more steps to emulate patterns of natural
variability, the larger the risk of irreversible environmental degradation — further
compromising already stressed ecological functions and services, and contributing to
species extirpation. This government supports adopting Plan B+ or some variant of it
because, of all the plans, it best achieves providing both new economic benefits and
helping us to restore and sustain Lake Ontario and the St Lawrence Rivers
ecosystems for present and future generations.
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In supporting Plan B+, the Ontario government recognizes there is a need to consider
mitigation measures and the development of a coastal restoration strategy. We look
forward to continuing to work with the governments of Québec, Canada, New York and
the United States, and the IJC, to identify measures and to define and establish
strategies that would enable a B+-style plan to be implemented.

We also support the 1JC’s proposal to institute an adaptive management program, and
we look forward to parinering with the other governments’ agencies and non-
governmental organizations on monitoring programs. The proposed changes to the
structure of the International St. Lawrence River Board of Control provide a sound
foundation for implementing a new regulation plan, including for guiding adaptive
management efforts.

The Ontario government looks forward to continuing to work together with all the
governments to arrive at an order and regulation plan that both continues to provide
many economic benefits, and creates the best opportunity to restore and ensure the
sustainability of the lake and river's ecosystems — a legacy for millions of people to
enjoy — now and into the future.

Sincerely,

W@
Donna Cansfield
Minister of Natural Resources

c: The Honourable David Emerson, Minister of Foreign Affairs



