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* Participated in the meeting via teleconference 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
1. When the U.S. Chair asked if there were any additions to the agenda, the Canadian Chair 

said that the Canadian Section was not prepared to approve the agenda or discuss any 
issues until the U.S. Section approved the release of the Commission’s report on the 
International Upper Lakes Study, the text of which had been agreed to during the 
February Executive meeting.  As the U.S. section was not prepared to immediately 
approve the release, the Canadian Section left the meeting.   

 
 When the meeting reconvened mid-morning, U.S. Commissioners Moy and Glance said 

that they were prepared to release the report but   thought it unfortunate that the Canadian 
Section was not prepared to further discuss the report or move forward with the meeting 
until the report’s release had been approved.  The U.S. Chair said that she was not 
prepared to sign off on release of the report, noting that, in her view, the advice to 
governments placed insufficient emphasis on climate change and the need for 
governments to pursue adaptive management strategies in the basin. She also felt that the 
Commission’s advice may raise false hopes that structures in the St. Clair River, if built, 
would be sufficient to resolve the suffering from low water levels of Lake Michigan-
Huron, while at the same time causing possible disruption downstream in Lake St. Clair 
and Lake Erie. She tabled a statement requesting that it be appended as a minority report. 

 
 Commissioners then approved the agenda with the addition of several items under Other 

Business.  
 
MINUTES 

 
2. Commissioners approved the draft Minutes of the March 15, 2013, Commissioners’ 

conference call, as drafted, and the draft Minutes of the March 22, 2103, Commissioners’ 
conference call, as modified.   

 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS   
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3. A. International Souris River Board   

Commissioners approved the appointment of Dr. John-Mark Davies to be a Canadian 
member of the International Souris River Board for a three-year term, from April 15, 
2013 to April 14, 2016. 

 
B. International Red River Board 
Commissioners approved the appointment of Mr. Peter Buesseler to be a U.S. member of 
the International Red River Board of Control for a three-year term, from April 12, 2013 
to April 11, 2016. 
 
C. Health Professionals Advisory Board 
Commissioners approved the re-appointment of Dr. Russ Lopez to be a U.S. member of 
the Health Professionals Advisory Board for an eighteen month, from April 18, 2013 to 
October 18, 2014. 
 
D. International Rainy-Lake of the Woods Watershed Board 
Commissioners approved the appointments of Mr. Mark Lee to be a Canadian member of 
the International Rainy-Lake of the Woods Watershed Board for a three year term, from 
April 15, 2013 to April 14, 2016, and Ms. Karen Cedarwall to be a Canadian member of 
the Board for a two year term, from April 1, 2013 to April 1, 2015. 
 

BRING FORWARD 
 

4. Commissioners noted the Governments of Canada and the United States have approved 
the removal of ice sluice gates on the Moses-Saunders Power Dam.  The U.S. approval is 
contingent on the New York Power Authority cooperating with relevant state and federal 
agencies throughout the final planning and permitting process.      

 
ACTION ITEM LIST 

 
5. Commissioners reviewed the latest Action Item list and Communications Activities list.  

They noted that advisors would be providing a compilation of the Commission’s Policies 
and Procedures and asked that the package also be provided in electronic form as a 
searchable PDF.   

 
IJC WEBSITE  
 
6. Commissioners noted their approval of the new IJC website and thanked staff who had 

been involved in its development.   They reviewed and endorsed the draft content 
management policy and approved having the new website announced in conjunction with 
a future Commission media release.  
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IJC ACTIVITIES REPORT 2011-2012  
 
7. Commissioners reviewed the draft IJC Activities Report 2011-2012, provided several 

comments, and approved the report for release.  
 
IJC SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGY  
 
8. Commissioners discussed the use of social media by the Commission and approved: 

having English and French Commission Facebook pages; sending a letter to Commission 
Boards on the use of social media; and having staff draft a general policy for the 
Commission’s management of Facebook and other social media.  

 
IJC GEOSPATIAL STRATEGIC PLAN  
 
9. Commissioners reviewed initial staff efforts to develop a geospatial strategic plan for the 

Commission and noted that they look forward to reviewing an annotated outline at the 
June Executive and a full draft at the October Semi-Annual meeting.  

 
RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM THE CANADIAN SHIPOWNERS ASSOCIATION  
 
10. Commissioners reviewed a letter from the Canadian Shipowners Association concerning 

a proposed No Discharge Zone in New York State waters and approved a draft response, 
as modified.  

 
GREAT LAKES REGIONAL OFFICE UPDATE 
 
11. Commissioners received an update on the activities of the Great Lakes Regional Office, 

and it was suggested that short articles on several of the activities could be included in the 
Commission newsletter that will be posted on the new website.  Commissioners asked 
about Areas of Concerns (AOCs) and Lakewide Management Plans (LAMPs).  Staff 
noted that AOCs would be discussed in a subsequent agenda item and that staff had had 
preliminary discussion of LAMPs, but this issue required further consideration. 

 
2012-2015 GREAT LAKES PRIORITIES CYCLE  
 
12. Commissioners received updates from the IJC Management Teams on the 2012-2015 

Key Themes activities and work plans.  Under the assessment of progress priority, 
Commissioners approved transmitting to governments the 16th Great Lakes Biennial 
Report, which assessed progress since 1987.  Under the public outreach priority, 
Commissioners reviewed the draft agenda for the September 2013 Great Lakes Public 
Forum and suggested some modifications.   
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GREAT LAKES WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT 
 
13. A. Communications Plans   

Commissioners reviewed a draft long term communications plan for carrying out the 
Commission’s public outreach responsibilities under the 2012 Agreement and approved 
the overall plan.  Commissioners also approved a draft short term communications plan 
to solicit public comments on the draft detailed functions and roles, procedures, and a 
guidelines document related to the establishment of the new Water Quality Board and 
Science Advisory Board.   The plan includes a target of having the new Boards 
announced at the September 2013 Great Lakes Public Forum.  

 
B. IJC Role in Annex 1 (Areas of Concern) 
Commissioners reviewed a draft discussion document prepared by staff on how the IJC 
could carry out its role under Annex 1 of the 2012 Agreement and directed staff to further 
develop the concepts described in the discussion document, for subsequent review and 
approval by the Commission. 

 
C. Water Quality Board and Science Advisory Board Documents 
Commissioners agreed to have staff provide the draft detailed functions and rules, 
procedures, and policies documents for the new Water Quality Board and Science 
Advisory Board to the current Boards prior to their appearances before Commissioners 
later during the Semi-Annual week. Commissioners also agreed to wait for feedback 
from the Parties prior to posting the detailed functions on the IJC website for public 
comment.    

 
ST. LAWRENCE RIVER (CORNWALL) AREA OF CONCERN 
 
14. Commissioners noted that Environment Canada (EC) had provided the Commission with 

a draft Stage 3 Report for the St. Lawrence River (Cornwall) Area of Concern (AOC) 
Remedial Action Plan.  Commissioners directed staff to ask EC to elaborate on why it is 
choosing to delist this AOC rather than designate it as an Area in Recovery and also to 
advise EC that a full review of the Stage 3 Report will be carried out by the Commission 
once EC formally transmits the report to the Commission.   

 
LAKE ONTARIO –ST. LAWRENCE RIVER WORKING GROUP 
 
15. Commissioners received an update on the work being carried out by staff and the 

Working Group to refine documents describing the elements of the proposed new 
approach for regulation of the Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River system.  Commissioners 
approved holding public hearings on the new approach in mid-July 2013 and directed 
staff to make the necessary preparations.  They noted that a media release announcing the 
hearings would be issued in early June for hearings to take place in mid-July.     
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LAKE ONTARIO –ST. LAWRENCE RIVER HEARINGS 
 
16. Commissioners reviewed and approved the draft approach for conducting Lake Ontario-

St. Lawrence River public hearings in mid-July 2013 that would include, in addition to 
traditional open house hearings, technical hearings where organizations representing all 
interest groups would be invited to appear and call in town hall hearings. Commissioners 
tasked staff with developing the detailed hearing plan.   

 
 
INTERNATIONAL WATERSHED INITIATIVE (IWI) 
 
17. Commissioners received an update on IWI activities, including the work of the 

Transboundary Hydrographic Data Harmonization Task Force; the development of 
binational SPARROW model applications in the Red River and Assiniboine River basins 
and the Great Lakes basin; and IWI projects submitted by the Commission’s Boards.  
Commissioners approved, with minor modifications, the draft call for IWI proposals to be 
sent to all Boards and requested that staff provide them with more information on 
proposals. 

 
IJC NON-GREAT LAKES RETREAT FOLLOW UP 
 
18. Commissioners reviewed key items identified for possible follow-up from the February 

2013 non-Great Lakes retreat that was held in Vancouver, BC, including: 
a. Development of an IJC Policy document that clarifies the parameters of the IJC’s 

alerting authority for Boards and staff; 
b. Preparation of  a guidance document for International Watershed Boards that 

addresses the Board Directive structure and review process, Board Membership, and 
Public Engagement priorities, and the process for becoming a watershed Board;  

c. Convening of  an annual cross-boundary Board capacity building webinar on a 
specific topic possibly January/February of each year, proposed topic for first webinar 
– Public outreach and Communications; 

d. Preparation of an IWI brochure for broad distribution; and, 
e. Preparation of a 4th Report to Governments proposed for October 2014. 

 
Commissioners also discussed possible themes for a new IWI strategic initiative and 
requested that staff prepare a letter to all Boards to seek their input on these themes and 
to identify others. A status update since the April meeting will take place at the June 2013 
Executive meeting. 

  
SHOAL LAKE 
 
19. Commissioners reviewed draft letters to the City of Winnipeg, counsels for the First 

Nations Shoal Lake Bands #39 and #40, and the two federal governments and approved 
the drafts, as modified.  
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
20. A. Semi-Annual Meeting Reception 
 Commissioners reviewed and approved arrangements for the April 17 reception. 
 
 B. Shipping of Oil on the Great Lakes 
 Commissioners noted recent reports of proposals to significantly increase the amount of 

oil to be shipped on the Great Lakes but did not agree to study the issue further.  
 
 C. GLRO Organization   
 Commissioners agreed to have an in camera session to discuss issues related to the 

GLRO organization. 
 
 
Decisions made during discussion/appearances of Boards/Council reporting on 

Wednesday, April 17 and Thursday, April 18. 
 
NOTE: Commissioners agreed that, subject to any final edits by staff and Boards, 
all submitted Board Reports could be released to the public and posted on the IJC 
website.  Those Boards submitting reports included: the International Lake 
Superior Board of Control; the International Niagara Board of Control; the 
International St. Lawrence River Board of Control; the International Rainy-Lake of 
the Woods Watershed Board; the International Red River Board, the International 
St. Croix River Watershed Board; and the Great Lakes- St. Lawrence River 
Adaptive Management Task Team.   
 
INTERNATIONAL  LAKE CHAMPLAIN-RICHELIEU RIVER WORK GROUP 
 
25. Commissioners received the Board’s final Plan of Study and agreed to provide it 

informally to governments at the April 19 meeting with governments.     
  
INTERNATIONAL OSOYOOS LAKE BOARD OF CONTROL 
 
26. Commissioners reviewed and approved the new directive for the Board.     
  
INTERNATIONAL LAKE SUPERIOR BOARD OF CONTROL, INTERNATIONAL 
NIAGARA BOARD OF CONTROL, AND THE INTERNATIONAL ST. LAWRENCE 
RIVER BOARD OF CONTROL  
  
28-30. Commissioners approved the Board’s request to test the use of webinar-teleconference 

format for the Board’s 2013 public meeting in place of a face-to-face meeting and asked 
these Boards to report on the results of this approach.   
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HEALTH PROFESSIONALS ADVISORY BOARD 
 
34.  Commissioners received an update on the boards’ activities, noted the importance of the 

work underway and thanked staff for their leadership in reinvigorating the board.  
Commissioners were not prepared to approve the three human heath effect reviews 
proposed by the board and instead recommended the board pursue non-great lakes work 
through the International Watersheds Initiative (IWI).  The board’s proposed operational 
budget was deferred to broader discussions on the GLRO budget.   

 
 
 
        
 Charles A. Lawson     Camille Mageau  
 Secretary     Secretary 
 U.S. Section     Canadian Section   




