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Background 

Purpose:  Develop comprehensive, integrated Michigan water strategy 
       

• leveraging the value of water assets 
• preserving ecological integrity 
• enhancing human use and enjoyment within system capacity 
• creating economic capacity  
• supporting connection to place   



Background 

Scope: New plan incorporates messages from existing literature and
 covers all aspects of Michigan’s water and 

• develops whitepapers for key topics 
• designs comprehensive engagement strategy 
• defines outcomes, link to strategy 

 

Duration:  Covers 30 year period or to Michigan’s bicentennial 
 

Timeframe:  Present plan in late fall with periodic updates. Align with   
           State Land Plan                            

 



Approach 

Plan review: Study Great Lakes plans/reports from last 10 years 
 
Metrics: Collect/analyze existing Great Lakes metrics 
 
Demographic projections: Commission new or synthesize recent data 
 
White papers:  Invite short whitepapers on healthy system elements/stressors 
 
Peer panel presentations and discussions 

 



Feedback 

E-mail us while we talk about the following questions 
or in the future: 
 

DEQ-GreatLakesRestoration@michigan.gov 



iClicker Questions: 

How important are the Great Lakes to you personally? 
 

A. Not at all 

B. A small amount 

C. Somewhat 

D.Very important 



How important are the Great Lakes to your 
community’s economy? 

 

A. Not at all 

B. A small amount 

C. Somewhat 

D.Very important 



Which Great Lakes water use has the highest potential 
for growth over the next 30 years? 

 

A. Agriculture 

B. Technology 

C. Tourism/Recreation 

D.Transportation 

E. Other 



Do you believe the future holds conflict 

over Great Lakes water use? 
 

A. Definitely not 

B. Probably not 

C. Probably 

D.Definitely 



Which is the most important driver to advance healthy 
water systems in the Great Lakes? 

 

A. Stewardship 

B. Governance 

C. Environmental literacy 

D.Sustainable business practices 

E. Intra-basin coordination/collaboration 



What worries you most about the  
future of the Great Lakes? 

 

A. Aquatic invasive species 

B. Water quality 

C. Pollution 

D.Water diversions 

E. Other 



What worries you most about the  
future of the Great Lakes? 

Results from 1987 Council of Great Lakes Governors Survey: 

1. Pollution (37%) 

2. Water quality (20%) 

3. Fish populations (12%) 

4. Water diversions (8%) 

5. Erosion (8%) 
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