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INTERNATIONAL  ST.  LAWRENCE  RIVER  BOARD  OF  CONTROL

Summary of Conference Call of January 13, 2010


The conference call began at 2:00 p.m. (CT), chaired by Dr. Sciremammano.  The following participated:  

	           UNITED STATES
	
	CANADA

	
	Board Members
	

	Mr. J. Bernier 

Mr. T. Brown

Dr. T. Hullar

Dr. F. Sciremammano, Jr.
	
	Mr. A. Carpentier

Ms. J. Frain

Mr. P. Yeomans

	
	Secretaries
	

	Mr. J. Kangas
	
	Ms. G. Faveri

	
	Regulation Representatives
	

	Mr. G. Cotroneo (Alt.)
	
	Mr. F. Fay

Mr. R. Caldwell (Alt.)

	
	Associates
	

	Mr. T. Lavigne

Mr. R. Thomas

Ms. D. Lee, Corps of Eng.
	Others


	Mr. J.. Lapierre




1.  The agenda was adopted with the addition of items under Other Business (attached).  
2.  The Regulation Representatives provided an update on the current conditions.  The Board considered the following factors (among others) in determining its strategy: 

►
Lake Erie was 1 cm (0.4 in) above its long-term average and 8 cm (3.1 in) above last year at this time.  

►  Lake Ontario was at elevation 74.50 m (244.42 ft).  This was 6 cm (2.4 in) below average and 27 cm (10.6 in) below last year.  [Under preproject conditions, the level would be at about 74.91 m (245.77 ft)]. 

►  There are 0.3 cm (0.1 in) of water stored on Lake Ontario due to under-discharges from Plan 1958-D flows for ice formation.  

►  The level rose by 2 cm (0.8 in) in December, compared to an average rise of 1 cm (0.4 in).  December precipitation and water supplies were above average. 

►  The ice formation is proceeding slowly this winter due to relatively mild weather.   
►  The risk of either high and low levels over the next 6 months is very low.

3.  Regulation strategy.  The Reg Reps recommended, and the Board agreed, to follow the outflows prescribed by Plan 1958-D.  The Board agreed to allow minor deviations, if required, to meet critical needs, although none are foreseen at this time.  The Board also agreed to offset any deviations for ice formation during the winter, if possible.   A media release will be issued to this effect.

4. Environmental workshop.  The Board was updated on the upcoming environmental workshop in Montreal.  Details on the logistical arrangements were provided.  The Board suggested that more experts be invited; especially several who had been invited to the workshop in Oswego in March 2009.  The Board agreed to the use of a facilitator, finding it to be particularly useful.  The Board agreed to use the same facilitator as the March 2009 workshop as continuity was deemed to be very important.  Mr. Cotroneo discussed the Reg Rep analysis of past deviations.  The analysis period is being expanded to the past 10-20 years to include high, low and average water level events.  It was noted that there have been relatively few deviations the past several years.  This analysis is to be provided in advance of the workshop to the Board and the invited environmental experts.  

The Board reviewed and modified the draft agenda.  Discussion of adaptive management would be premature.  Also, several Board Members emphasized that the first question to be addressed is the science of what water levels and flows benefit the environment.  Following that, the Board should address what actions it might take to best meet those levels and flows needs, consistent with the Orders of Approval, the Regulation Plan, and the need to not cause appreciable loss to an interest while providing benefits to another interest.

5.

Other Business


a)  The Board confirmed Mr. Brent Whitcomb to the Operations Advisory Group.  A letter will be sent to NYPA to inform them of the Board decision.  .


b)  The Board was updated on preparations for its March 9 meeting, to be held in the offices of the Detroit District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Hotel information was provided to Members and Associates immediately after the conference call.


c)  The Board was updated in preparations for the March 16 public teleconference and meeting with the public.  Local meeting sites have been reserved for Rochester and Dorval.

d)  Dr. Hullar provided an update on activities of the Communications Committee.  He urged Board Members to review the current FAQs and suggest any broad-brush revisions.  Details (writing) will follow later.  Mr. Bob Metcalfe, former Board (and Communications Committee) Member, has volunteered to help with the FAQs.  The Board agreed to his participation; he will be contacted by Dr. Hullar.  Ms. Faveri noted that Environment Canada will be providing some support to the Board with respect to communications activities.  
There being no further business, the teleconference adjourned at 3:00 pm (CT).
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AGENDA

1.  Approval of agenda
2.  Current conditions 
3.  Regulation strategy 

4.  Environmental workshop perparations 

        a.  Logistics 

        b.  Invited experts 

        c.  Use of a facilitator 

        d.  Status of deviations analyses 

        e.  agenda 

5.  Other business 

        a.  Confirmation of NYPA member to OAG 

        b.  March 9 Board meeting update 

        c.  March 16 public meeting/teleconference update 

        d.  Communications committee




















