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International St. Lawrence River Board of Control

Minutes of the 27 October 2009 Meeting


INTERNATIONAL ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BOARD OF CONTROL

 Minutes of the October 27, 2009 Board meeting
Held in Ottawa, Ontario 
The meeting was called to order at 1:15 PM October 27th and chaired by Mr. Jim Vollmershausen, Canadian Section Chair.  Those in attendance were:
	United States
	
	Canada

	
	Board Members
	

	MG J. Peabody

COL V. Quarles
Mr. J. Bernier 
Mr. T. Brown

Dr. T. Hullar

Dr. F. Sciremammano, Jr.
	
	Mr. J. Vollmershausen

Mr. D. Breton

Mr. A. Carpentier

Ms. J. Frain
Mr. P. Yeomans



	
	Secretaries
	

	Mr. J. Kangas
	
	Ms. G. Faveri

	
	Regulation Representatives
	

	LTC D. Snead

Mr. G. Cotroneo (Alt.)
	
	Mr. D. Fay

Mr. R. Caldwell (Alt.)

	
	Associates
	

	Mr. T. Lavigne 

Ms. C. LaVean 

Mr. B. Whitcomb
Ms. C. Fisher
	
	Ms. S. Farrell-Zeran

Mr. L. Lefebvre

Mr. S. Robert

	
	River Gauging Committee
	

	Mr. Z. Jeffries

Mr. J. Oyler
	
	Mr. R. Carson

	
	Others
	

	Ms. D. Lee

Mr. R. Thomas
	
	


1
Approval of agenda

The agenda was adopted with the addition of items under other business (attached). 
2.
Approval of previous minutes  
The September 15-16 meeting minutes were adopted with modifications.

Action: Ms. Faveri to incorporate the modifications and send the final minutes to the IJC for translation and posting.

3
Current Conditions and Regulation Strategy
Mr. Fay presented the current conditions.  Total and basin supplies fell below average in September; however water levels at all locations are close to last year’s or above.  The decline in the levels of Lake Ontario and Lake St. Lawrence in August and September was steeper than usual due to the dry weather and response of Plan 1958D.  The water level in Lake Ontario was 4 cm below average on October 25.   The river water level in Montreal has recently fallen below average but remains above Chart Datum.   The risk analysis concluded that there is very little risk of exceeding either the upper or lower water level criteria for Lake Ontario over the next 6 to 12 months.  Some risk of low or high levels is present downstream due to the greater variability in the flows from the Ottawa River possible over this time horizon.  Hydro plant operators took advantage of the lower flows in the fall to complete some annual plant maintenance.  The Regulation Representatives recommended that the Board continue to follow Plan 1958D unless critical situations arise.

Decision:  The Board accepted the recommendation.
4
Environmental Deviations Update

Mr. Kangas introduced the activities of the Board members who were establishing a small working group.  An initial proposal was to investigate the feasibility and consequences of small seasonal deviations from Plan 19858D that might benefit the spawn of northern pike in the wetlands on Lake Ontario during wet years.  Other proposals may be developed by the group for other deviations to benefit aspects of the upper and/or lower river environment.  Discussion ensued as to how this initial pilot project, to be done using simulation models, fits into the mandate the IJC had given the Board; how this follows the spring ’09 workshop, how representative a particular wetland was for all those on Lake Ontario, and if environmental priorities could be established.
Decision: The Board would continue with the proposal, seek further clarification from the IJC, and continue to arrange a workshop for both up and downstream interests.
5
Review presentation for IJC
Ms. Faveri revised the draft presentation according to comments at the meeting; particularly the discussion points with the commissioners.
6
Review format of semi-annual reports 

The discussion on how to present background material, which is repeated without change in every recent semi-annual report, was tabled to a later meeting.

7
Ideas for public education 

Ms. Frain mentioned that the Boards may be interested in educating the public on wind set-up and wave impacts on erosion and also described material that Ontario Power Generation developed for its Ottawa River plants explaining reservoir operation.  Another potential topic would be the responsibilities for the maintenance of recreational depths in harbours and marinas.  The Board saw a link to the public outreach efforts of non-governmental, municipal, state, provincial, and Canadian and U.S. federal agencies to the Board’s as a potential cost-effective benefit.
Action: Mr. Hullar will distribute the responses to the FAQs, currently on the web-site, to all members for our review and critique.  He will then compile updated FAQ responses for posting.

Action: Ms. Faveri will broach the subject of joint public outreach to the IJC’s communication Committee.

8
Communications Committee 

Mr. Yeomans reported that the Communications Committee will meet after the Board’s meeting. The Board requested that the committee have a communication strategy in place for such a time as when a new regulation plan is implemented.  
The USACE is in the hiring process for a communications assistant, having received the approval of MG Peabody for a part-time temporary position.  Jim Vollmershausen was also seeking Communications support from within Environment Canada. 
9 Other Business

9.a) River Gauging Committee Report

Mr. Carson confirmed that the data for the 2008 report have been audited, noting that few data were missing.  The report is now with the Committee and associates for review and nearing submittal to the Board.  The 2009 inspection is going well. Most items have been addressed and the precision survey will be included in the 2009 report, pending approval by Canadian reviewers.  The Cornwall Canal rating is under review. The River Gauging Committee reported that they had received a new set of final rating tables for the new turbines at NYPA’s St. Lawrence plant.  They recommended that the Board approve the tables for use.  A wrap-up meeting will be held on Thursday, 29 October.   LTC Snead assured the Board that, although the final rating tables result in very small differences compared to the interim tables, he would to stress to the power entities that in the future, the Board is to approve the rating tables before their use.

Action: The committee will submit the 2008 Report soon and will have reviewed the precision survey report findings by March 2010.
Decision: The Board approved the final rating tables for the new turbines at NYPA retroactive from 3 September 2009.
9.b) Correspondence

The Canadian secretary received correspondence endorsing someone for appointment.  It was noted that the IJC is responsible for appointments, not the Board. 
Action: Ms. Faveri will forward the correspondence to the IJC and inform the sender of the action.
9.c) Deviations from Plan 1958-D since last meeting
The Board had responded to a request from boating organizations and deviated from Plan 1958D the last weekend in September to raise levels on Lake St Lawrence by 10 to 20 cm to assist recreational boaters to haul their craft from the water.  The Regulation Representatives explained that a similar action was unnecessary later as conditions were more favourable.  The deviation in late September had accounted for the peaking operation of the power plants and it would in the future, as well.
9.d) Weekly summary reports on voicemail
Ms. Faveri reported that the 1-800 numbers, in French and in English, received a total of 25 calls in the month 15 September to 15 October 2009.  The cost for this service is slightly over $2,000 a year.  Currently the Canadian Coast Guard is paying the contract.

Decision:  The Board will continue the 1-800 numbers.

Action: Ms. Faveri to renew the contract to be billed to Environment Canada.
10
Appearance and Upcoming Board Events

The Board appears before the Commission the next morning, 28 October.  Our next scheduled teleconference calls are 9 December 2009, 13 January 2010, and 10 February 2010 at 2:00 pm EDT.  The Board will meet again face-to-face in Detroit on 9 March 2010 and the Public Teleconference/Meeting will be held 16 March 2010. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:05 pm. 

INTERNATIONAL ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BOARD OF CONTROL

Board Meeting

Canada Council for the Arts 
Constitution Square Building, 12th Floor 
350 Albert Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A1H5
October 27,  2009

1:00 to 5:00 pm

 AGENDA
1.   Review/Approval of agenda – Gail Faveri
2.   Review/approval of September meeting minutes – Gail Faveri
3.   Current conditions & regulation strategy –David Fay
4. Environmental deviations update – John Kangas
5. Review presentation to IJC – Gail Faveri
6. Review format of semi-annual reports – Gail Faveri
7. Ideas for public education – Joan Frain
8. Communications Committee report – Peter Yeoman
9.   Other Business

a. Gauging Committee report – Rob Carson
b. Correspondence – Gail Faveri
c. Deviations since last meeting – David Fay
10.   Adjourn – next meetings 
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