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INTERNATIONAL ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BOARD OF CONTROL

 Minutes of the February 9, 2010 Board meeting

Held in Montreal 
The meeting was called to order at 2:45 PM February 9th and chaired by COL Jack Drolet.  Those in attendance were:
	United States
	
	Canada

	
	Board Members
	

	COL J. Drolet1

Mr. T. Brown

Dr. F. Sciremammano, Jr.
	
	Mr. A. Carpentier

Ms. J. Frain

Mr. P. Yeomans



	
	Secretaries
	

	Mr. J. Kangas
	
	Ms. G. Faveri

	
	Regulation Representatives
	

	Mr. G. Cotroneo (Alt.)
	
	Mr. D. Fay

Mr. R. Caldwell (Alt.)

	
	Associates
	

	Mr. T. Lavigne 

Ms. C. Fisher

Mr. R. Thomas
	
	Mr. S. Robert



	
	Others
	

	Mr. R. Trowbridge, IJC


	
	


1 Col  J. Drolet represented MG Peabody in the absence of Col. V. Quarles.

1
Approval of agenda

The agenda was adopted with the addition of items under other business (attached).   

2
Current Conditions and Regulation Strategy

Mr. Cotroneo presented the current conditions.  Total and basin supplies were below average in January.  Lake Ontario levels have also been below, but well within the range specified by the orders of approval.  Lake levels are about 35 cm (14 in) lower than they would have been pre-project.  There are about 4 cm (1.6 in) of deviations on Lake Ontario as a result of under-discharges for ice management.  The snowpack was reported to be below average across the basin.  There is very little risk of exceeding either the upper or lower water level criteria for Lake Ontario over the next six months.   The Board agreed to offset the accumulated deviations during the winter as conditions allow.
3
Discussion of the workshop
The Board had a brief discussion on the just-concluded workshop.  It was noted that several observers had been invited, besides environmental experts. There was no evidence that the discretionary deviations the Board typically makes have harmed the environment and the idea of deviations for the environment appears to show limited potential benefits.  However, the Board needs to better understand how its actions do impact the environment.  Also, there is a need for environmental experts to better understand how the Board and regulation plan operate.  It was suggested that the Reg Reps work with a small group of environmental experts to further explain Board and regulation plan operations and find some criteria that the Board can have confidence in. Board Members supported the creation of an ad hoc science advisory group.  A workshop summary report will be prepared and the full Board will have a discussion on the workshop at the upcoming March Board meeting in Detroit.
4 Other Business
4.a) Upcoming Appearance schedule
Mr. Trowbridge provided the schedule for the IJC Appearances.  The Great Lakes Boards of Control will appear on Wednesday morning, April 21.  The Reception will be the evening of Tuesday, April 20.  The Board will meet on Tuesday afternoon, April 20 at a time and venue to be determined at the March 9 Board meeting.
4.b) Board’s FAQs.

Ms. Faveri reminded Board Members that Dr. Hullar is compiling comments on the Frequently Asked Questions posted on the Board web site.  Members were urged to provide overall comments, with detailed writing to follow the compilation of comments.

The Board meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm. 
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